Lawn & Garden Problem Solver

A

acidic soil, 9
advertisement postcards, 225
aeration, 51, 63, 65
Aeration Made Easy, 23
African violets, 151
air conditioners, as water
source, 97
alcoholic beverages. See
specific types
alcohol uses
disease-control formula,
204
insect pest control, 346
insect pest-control
formulas, 158, 358
alfalfa meal, 7
alfalfa tea, 188
All-Purpose Bug & Thug
Spray, 101
All-Purpose Critter Control,
248
All-Purpose Pest Prevention
Potion, 327
All-Purpose Varmint
Repellent, 155
All-Season Clean-Up Tonic,
129
All-Season Green-Up Brew, 23
All-Star Annual Potting Mix, 117
aluminum foil, 292, 318
aluminum pie pans, 215, 225
amaryllis, 165
ammonia uses
animal pest control, 59

animal pest-control
formulas, 70, 155, 159,
248,327

bird-deterrent formula, 43

compost formulas, 12,216

disease-control formulas,
26,50, 51,71, 257

flower-fertilizer formulas,
84,90, 108, 125, 134,
144, 157

herb-fertilizer formulas,
340, 354, 357

insect pest control, 145, 223

insect pest-control
formulas, 43, 70, 235

lawn-fertilizer formulas, 5,
6,23, 25, 26, 28, 36,42

lawn-mowing formulas,
11,15

lawn-protection formula, 68

lawn-repair formulas, 67, 69

lawn-watering formulas,
21,24,62

mulch formulas, 88, 149,
232

planting formulas, 86, 185,
232

seed-starting formulas, 78,
254

thatch-control formulas,
26, 65

vegetable-fertilizer
formulas, 256, 288

vegetable-ripening
formula, 229
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INDEX

weed-control formula, 69
anemones, 145, 170
animal pest control. See also
specific pests
flower gardens, 155, 165
lawns, 58-61
vegetable gardens, 224,
226-227,233, 248, 323, 327
Annual Perk-Me-Up Tonic, 119
Annual Protector Potion, 114
annuals
cold and frost protection,
117,123
in containers, 123
cutting gardens, 121-124
disease control, 114, 126
feeding, 108, 119, 125
for filling gaps, 108, 130
hardening off, 82
hummingbird attractors, 85
insect pest control, 114,
125-126
scented, 118-120
from seed, 107-115, 124
self-sowers, 111-112
for shady sites, 116-117
soil for, 107
for soil improvement, 77
transplanting, 110
vines, 92,112,113
watering, 87
as weeds, 219
wintering over, 113,117
ants, 10,59, 71, 115
Aphid-Away Spray, 46
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aphids
flower gardens, 96, 188, 190
herb gardens, 345, 357
lawns, 46
vegetable gardens, 246,
267,278
apple juice, in formulas, 25,
134,229
asparagus, 245
asparagus beetles, 328
Asparagus Soak, 279
asters, 144, 145, 149
aster wilt, 148
aster yellows, 114
astilbes, 152
Awesome Annual Feeder
Formula, 108

baby powder uses

animal pest control, 167

bulb storage, 173

flower-fertilizer formula,
103

planting formula, 92

baby shampoo uses

animal pest-control
formula, 159

bird-deterrent formula, 43

bulb-washing formula, 177

clean-up formulas, 24,
129,202

compost formula, 216

disease control, 142

disease-control formulas,
26, 50, 51, 71, 203, 257,
326

flower-fertilizer formulas,
90, 119, 144, 203

insect pest-control

INDEX

formulas, 46, 126, 175,
191, 224, 314, 329
lawn-fertilizer formulas, 5,
25,26, 28,42
lawn-mowing formula, 15
lawn-repair formula, 67
lawn-watering formulas,
18,21, 24,62
mulch formulas, 88, 149
planting formula, 185
seed-starting formulas, 31,
235
vegetable-fertilizer
formulas, 288, 323
vegetable-ripening
formula, 229
weed-control formulas,
57,72
bachelor’s buttons, 121
Bahia grass, 13
baking powder, in formulas,
92,103, 279
Baking Soda Spray, 326
baking soda uses
disease control, 52, 202
disease-control formulas,
53,71,104, 158, 227,
292, 320, 326
dual-purpose formula, 196
insect pest-control
formula, 101
transplant aid, 215
banana peel uses
as fertilizer, 188, 190, 319
insect pest-control
formula, 336
bark mulch, 87
Barnyard Booster Mix, 105
basil, 319, 331-333, 345, 356
bay leaf, 334
bean beetles, 284, 285
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beans, 209, 282-285, 293
Bed-Builder Mix, 75
Bedding Plant Starter Brew,
110
Bed-Energizer Mix, 77
Bedtime Snack, 280
bee balm, 136, 319, 325
beer uses
aeration formula, 23
bulb-planting formula, 178
clean-up formula, 125
compost formula, 216
disease-control formula,
257
division formula, 146
dual-purpose formula, 305
flower-fertilizer formulas,
84,90, 108, 119, 125,
157,201
herb-fertilizer formula, 354
insect pest-control
formula, 235
lawn-fertilizer formulas, 6,
23,25,26,42
lawn-mowing formula, 11
lawn-protection formula,
68
lawn-repair formulas, 67,
69
lawn-watering formulas,
21,24
leftover beer and, 49
mulch formula, 138
planting formulas, 185,
207
as soil booster, 116
for soil compaction, 63
thatch-control formula,
65
vegetable-fertilizer
formulas, 256, 288
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bees, attracting, 308
Beetle Juice, 98, 279
beetles
asparagus, 328
bean, 284, 285
cucumber, 291, 312, 328
flea, 295, 296
Japanese, 191
potato, 269, 270, 279
beets, 245, 259, 293
begonias
annual, 117
hardy, 152
tuberous, 174
beneficial insects, 46, 47
berms, 95
bicycle tire rim trellis, 284
birds
attracting, 85, 143
as pest control, 47, 59, 210
as pests, 33, 43, 90
birdseed, as layout tool, 75
black-eyed Susans, 143
black pepper uses
animal pest control, 61,
97,167
insect pest-control
formula, 224
black plastic drainpipe, 246
black spot, 190
Black Spot Remover Tonic,
204
black walnut trees, 156, 210
bleach, 122,279
blight, 250
Blight-Buster Lawn Tonic, 71
Blight-Buster Veggie Tonic,
279
blood meal, 100, 105, 161
Blossom-Booster Tonics, 134
blossom-end rot, 322, 326

blue flowers, 135, 148
Blue-Ribbon Rose Chow, 203
bonemeal uses
flower-fertilizer formulas,
102, 103,105, 157, 158,
161, 168,203
groundcover formula, 44
insect pest control, 115
lawn-fertilizer formulas, 5,
7,24
planting formulas, 75, 92
as rose fertilizer, 189
vegetable-fertilizer
formulas, 257, 280
borage, 223,319, 325
borax, 148, 255
bottled water, 81
bourbon, 116, 153, 357
braconid wasp, 322
bran cereal, 276
brassicas, 239
brewer’s yeast, 61, 195
brown patch, 53
Brown Patch Brew, 53
brown sugar, 182
Brussels sprouts, 229, 237—
238,245
Bug-Be-Gone Spray, 358
bugleweed, 162
Bug-Off Bulb Bath, 175
Bug Trapper Tonic, 336
Bulb Bed Booster, 168
Bulb Bedtime Tonic, 177
Bulb Breakfast of Champions,
161
bulbs. See also specific bulbs
animal pest control, 165,
166,167,171
buying, 166, 168
chilling period, 162
cutting gardens, 163
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disease control, 182
dividing, 167
earlier blooms from, 168
early sprouters, 167
feeding, 161, 168
foliage, 154, 169, 170
as gifts, 174
hummingbird attractors,
85
insect pest control, 182
naturalized, 178-179
paired with groundcovers,
162
planting, 161, 163-164,
165,178-179, 180
repairing cuts in, 180
winter storage, 173, 177
butter, herbal, 355
butterflies, 262, 345
buttermilk, 328
Buzz Buster Lemonade, 70
“Bye, Deer!” Tonic, 164
Bye-Bye, Birdie! Tonic, 43

C

cabbage, 222, 229, 239-242
cabbage maggots, 242
cabbageworms or loopers,
241,243-244
Cabbageworm Wipeout, 256
calcium, 322
calendula, 325
cannas, 175, 176
cantaloupes (muskmelons),
209, 298
capsaicin, 32, 309
cardboard tubes, 180, 212
carrot rust flies, 260, 262
carrots, 231, 260-262, 293
carrot seeds, 247, 276
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castile soap, 326
castor oil uses
animal pest control, 58
animal pest-control
formulas, 70, 155, 278, 327
cat deterrents
chicken wire, 33, 166
rose canes, 190
Scat Cat Solution, 182
scents, 59, 61
caterpillars
on cabbage, 241, 243
on lawns, 47
swallowtail, 262, 345
cat hair, 226
cat litter, 68, 78
cauliflower, 293
cayenne pepper uses
animal pest control, 61
animal pest-control
formulas, 43, 102, 159,
181, 182, 233, 327
insect pest-control
formulas, 256, 285, 329
cedar mulch, 89
celery, 279
Chamomile Mildew Chaser, 159
chamomile plant, 223
chamomile tea uses
clean-up formula, 24
disease-control formulas,
80, 159, 182,234
insect pest-control
formula, 48
seed-starting, 81
weed-control formula, 72
chard, 229, 245
checkered lilies, 166
chicken wire, 33, 166, 224
chicory, 229
chili peppers. See hot peppers

INDEX

chili powder, for animal pest
control, 43, 60, 102, 182,
233,327
chinch bugs, 47
Chinch Bug Tonic, 72
Chinese cabbage, 243
chipmunks, 171
chives, 173, 192, 334, 335—
336, 356
Chive Tea, 234
Christmas roses, 153
Christmas trees, recycling, 151
chrysanthemums, 144-145,
146, 158
cinnamon, 97
citronella essential oil, 358
citrus peel uses
insect pest control, 71, 222
potpourri, 204
seed-starting pots, 212
clay soil, 8, 95
clematis, 200
Clematis Chow, 157
Clipping Clean-Up Tonic, 11
Clipping Compost, 12
clothesline, as layout tool, 75
cloth-of-gold crocus, 168
clover, 8, 54, 219
cloves
in formulas, 233, 270
for insect pest control, 346
in potpourri, 358
cockscombs, 122
coffee cans, 32,297
coffee uses
flower-fertilizer formula, 144
insect pest control, 99, 261
as planting aid, 214
vegetable-fertilizer
formula, 232
cola uses
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clean-up formula, 125
compost formulas, 12,216
lawn-fertilizer formulas, 5,
25,42
lawn-mowing formulas, 11
lawn-repair formulas, 69
lawn-watering formulas,
24,62
mulch formulas, 88, 138,
149, 232
planting formulas, 207
thatch-control formulas,
26, 65
cold and frost protection. See
also winter care
annuals, 117,123
perennials, 82, 151
vegetables, 214, 215, 229,
231, 318 (see also
specific vegetables)
collard greens, 252
columbines, 154
companion planting
flower gardens, 192, 193
vegetable gardens, 285,
319, 325, 331
compost
in disease-control
formula, 320
in flower-fertilizer
formulas, 105, 161, 168
for lawns, 8, 12,29, 51, 62
liquid, 84, 216
material for, 12, 76, 112
in planting formulas, 75,
77,117,181,299
in vegetable-fertilizer
formula, 326
Compost Booster, 216
Compost Tea, 126, 235
construction debris, 29
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Container Garden Booster
Mix, 232
container plants
feeding, 144, 340
in garden design, 123
hot weather and, 109, 112
lazy method for, 213
mulching, 150
vegetables, 209, 295
cooking spray, 16
cool-season grasses, 37
copper sheeting, 222
coreopsis, 150
corn, 286-289, 293
corn gluten, 56
cornmeal, 148
cornmeal tea, 190
corn syrup uses
flower-fertilizer formulas,
84,108,119,203
herb-fertilizer formula, 354
lawn-fertilizer formulas,
23,28
cos (romaine) lettuce, 250
cottonseed meal, 103
crabgrass, 55
Crabgrass Control Energizer
Flixir, 72
Critter Prevention Potion, 70
crocuses, 168, 180
crop rotation, 208
crown imperials, 166
cucumber beetles, 291, 312, 328
cucumbers, 209, 290-293
Cuke Beetle Buster, 328
curtain rods, 294
cut flowers
drying, 148
keeping fresh, 124, 151, 186
pollen on, 176
rosebuds, 196

Cut-Flower Saver Solution, 122
cutting gardens, 121-124, 163
Cutting Keeper Soil Mix, 105
Cutworm Chaser, 72
cutworms, 47, 101, 210, 225, 241

D

daffodils, 162, 169, 179
dahlias, 173, 174, 177, 180
daisies, 124, 158
damping-off, 80, 212
dandelions, 52, 57
Dandy Division tonic, 146
daylilies, 135, 137, 138, 165
deadheading, 128, 130,
137-138
deer, 97, 100, 164
Deer-Buster Egg Brew, 181
deicers, 68
delphiniums, 134
dianthus, 135
diatomaceous earth, 265
dill, 223, 337-338
disease control
annuals, 114, 126
bulbs, 182
flower gardens, 104, 142
lawns, 18, 26, 49, 50-53, 71
perennials, 130, 136, 148,
158-159
roses, 189, 190, 196, 202,
203,204
seedlings, 80,212
vegetable gardens, 226,
227,234, 257,326 (see
also specific vegetables)
Disease Defense, 182
dishwashing liquid uses
aeration formula, 23
animal pest-control
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formulas, 34, 60, 70, 102,
155,278, 327
bulb-planting formula, 178
clean-up formula, 125
compost formula, 12
disease-control formulas,
50, 80, 182, 279, 292
division formula, 146
dual-purpose formulas,
196, 234, 257, 305
flower-fertilizer formulas,
84,108, 157,201, 204
flower garden care, 98
herb-fertilizer formulas,
340, 358
insect pest-control
formulas, 48, 70, 96, 98,
114, 222, 246, 279, 280,
285, 328, 329
lawn care, 3, 47
lawn-fertilizer formulas, 6,
23, 25,26, 36,42
lawn-mowing formula, 11
lawn-protection formula, 68
lawn-repair formulas, 69
lawn-watering formulas, 24
mulch formulas, 138, 232
planting formulas, 110, 207
seed-starting, 259, 346
seed-starting formulas, 44,
78,254
shrub-fertilizer formula, 153
as soil booster, 116
for soil compaction, 63
thatch-control formulas,
26, 65
type to use, 3, 66
vegetable-fertilizer
formulas, 256
weed-control formulas,
69,103, 104, 219
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division
bulbs, 167
perennials, 128-129, 132,
146, 147
dog food, in formula, 158
Doggie Damage Repair Tonic,
69
Doggone Dogs Tonic, 102
dog hair, 226
dogs
digging control, 32, 33, 34,
166
urinating on lawn, 52, 61,
69
Don’t Dig Tonic, 34
Double-Punch Garlic Tea,
191, 329
doughnut syndrome, 146
downspouts, 20
downy mildew, 292, 326
drought, and lawn care, 8, 10,
24,62
Drought-Buster Brew, 24
Drought Recovery Tonic, 62
drought-tolerant turfgrasses, 22
dryer sheets, 348
drying techniques
flowers, 148
herbs, 334, 345, 355
ducks, 58

E

earthworm castings, 299, 326
earthworms, 8, 60
earwigs, 192, 287
earworms, 289
edging

basil for, 331

trimming tips, 16, 36, 93
eggplants, 209, 294-296

364 INDEX

eggs, 181, 248
eggshell uses
as fertilizer, 86, 241, 315
fertilizer formula, 232
insect pest control, 251
seed-starting pots, 212
electrical cord, as layout tool, 75
endive, 229, 251
endophytic grasses, 47, 49
Energizing Earthworm Elixir,
326
Epsom salt uses
African violet care, 151
disease-control formula,
320
flower-fertilizer formulas,
103, 134,157, 161, 168,
203
groundcover formula, 44
herb-fertilizer formula, 357
lawn care, 4
lawn-fertilizer formulas, 5,
9,25,42,44
lawn-repair formula, 69
pepper growth, 306
planting formulas, 75, 92,
299
as rose fertilizer, 187, 189
seed-starting formulas, 31,
235
vegetable-fertilizer
formulas, 232, 280, 323,
326
escarole, 251
eucalyptus mulch, 89
European corn borer, 286

F

Fabulous Foliar Formula, 125
fairy ring, 51, 52
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Fairy Ring Fighter, 26
Fall Bedtime Snack, 102
Fall Clean-Up Tonic, 24
Fall Vegetable Garden Tonic,
232
faucet adapters, 17
fennel, 223, 245, 337-338
ferns, 154
tertilizer. See also compost
in compost formula, 12
for container plants, 144
in flower-fertilizer
formulas, 84, 90, 102,
105,119, 157,201, 203
in herb-fertilizer formula,
357
for herbs, 340
in lawn-fertilizer formulas,
9,23,25,42,44
for lawns, 3-9, 23-26
in lawn-watering formula,
24
overuse of, 6
in planting formulas, 77, 104
for roses, 189, 199, 203, 204
shaker for, 351
spilled on lawn, 7
storing, 9
in vegetable-fertilizer
formulas, 265, 280, 329
for vegetable gardens,
216-217, 235, 256, 257,
265, 288, 305, 326
Fertilizer Energizer Elixir, 6
fire ants, 10, 59, 71, 115
fish, for roses, 199
fish emulsion uses
dual-purpose formula, 305
flower-fertilizer formulas,
90, 108, 125, 144, 201
lawn-fertilizer formulas, 28
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planting formulas, 86, 110,
232
fish fertilizer, 256, 257
fish tanks, as fertilizer source,
7
Flea Beetle Brew, 222
flea beetles, 295, 296
ﬂoating row covers, 99, 227,
229,231,298, 307,313, 333
flour uses
animal pest-control
formula, 182
insect pest control, 241
insect pest-control
formulas, 125, 256, 327,
328
radish planting, 276
Flower Bed Bonanza, 125
Flower Defender Tonic, 96
Flower Flea Fluid, 126
Flower Garden Cure-All, 126
Flower Garden Nightcap, 149
flower gardens. See also
annuals; bulbs; perennials;
roses
animal pest control, 97,
100, 102
buying plants for, 78
disease control, 104
early-blooming, 91
feeding, 84, 90, 102, 103, 105
gaps in, 108, 130
insect pest control, 96-101
laying out, 75
mowing around, 15, 16,
75,93
mulching, 87, 88, 89, 95, 100
pinching top growth, 83
planting, 78
in problem sites, 93, 94
in raised beds, 91

seed-starting for, 78-81
size and design of, 75, 79,
82,135,161
soil for, 75, 7677, 78,92
staking plants in, 88
variety in, 83
vegetables and herbs in,
90, 307, 337, 349
watering, 81, 84, 86
weed control, 86, 103, 104
wildflowers in, 92, 132
flowerpots, 82
Flower Power Prep Mix, 103
flowers. See also specific
flowers
edible, 305, 335, 349
as insect pest control, 190,
223,315,328
foliar feeding, 143,218
forks, as weeding tools, 142,
217
Foundation Food, 105
foxtail lilies, 177
fruit storage, 213
fungal diseases. See disease
control
Fungus Fighter, 158
Fungus-Fighter Soil Drench,
71,227

G

garbage bags, 142

gardenias, 142

garden peas, 303

garlic, growing, 263
Garlic-and-Onion Juice, 256
garlic-and-parsley tea, 345
Garlic Booster, 257

garlic chives, 336

garlic flowers, 173
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garlic uses
animal pest-control
formulas, 34, 102, 181, 248
disease control, 226
disease-control formulas,
71,227
dual-purpose formulas,
126, 257
insect pest control, 190
insect pest-control
formulas, 46, 126, 191,
224, 246, 256, 267, 270,
285,328, 329, 357
gasoline spills, 14, 66
Gatorade®, 25, 134
geese, 58
gelatin, 108, 144
Gentle Get-Growin’ Mix, 234
geraniums, 120, 204, 357
Get-Growin’ Tonic, 42
Get Lost, Moss! Tonic, 72
Get-Up-and-Grow Iris Tonic,
158
giant allium, 173
gift plants, 83, 164, 174
ginger, 334
gin uses, 57,103, 116
gladiolas, 165
glue, for roses, 186
God-Sink-the-Queen-Drink,
71
goldenrod, 92, 145, 149
Gopher-Go Tonic, 70, 278
gophers, 58, 59, 60, 70, 278
Grandma Putt’s Tomato-
Booster Tonic, 326
Grandma’s Homemade
Organic Fertilizer, 24, 257
granite dust, 24, 257
grape hyacinths, 167
grass clippings, 11-12, 241
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grasses
cool- and warm-season, 37
drought-tolerant, 22
ornamental, 64
Grass Greener-Upper Elixir, 25
Grass Seed Starter Tonic, 31
Grecian windflowers, 170
green beans, 209, 282-285
greens
disease control for, 250
kale, 229, 244-246
lettuce, 247-250
mixed greens, 251-252
mustard, 245, 270
spinach, 229, 231, 250,
253-254
Swiss chard, 255
turnip greens, 278
greensand, 103
groundcovers, 136, 162
Groundcover Starter Chow, 44
grubs, 48, 59
gutter downspouts, 20
gypsum uses
flower-fertilizer formulas,
102, 103,105,134
groundcover formula, 44
herb-fertilizer formula, 357
insect pest-control
formula, 72
lawn care, 63, 68
lawn-fertilizer formulas, 5,
25
planting formulas, 77, 92
vegetable-fertilizer
formulas, 265, 280, 326

H

hairy vetch, 278
handwashing, 133

INDEX

hanging baskets, 90
Happy Herb Tonic, 357
hardening off, 82,214
hardware screen, 165
harvest. See also specific herbs
and vegetables
herbs, 346
vegetables, 213, 228-231,
280
hay, for lawns, 33
Healthy Container-Herb
Tonic, 340
heat stress. See hot weather
heirloom vegetables, 293
Hello Jell-O Seed Starter, 233
Herb-Booster Tonic, 354
Herb Garden Helper Tonic,
357
Herb Garden Potpourri, 358
herbicides, 52, 54, 56
herbs. See also specific herbs
burning in fireplace, 348
as companion plants, 193,
319, 325
in containers, 340
drying, 334, 345, 355
feeding, 357
in flower gardens, 90
harvesting, 346
herbal butter, 355
herbal vinegar, 352
as insect pest control, 223,
334, 345, 350
insect pest control for,
336, 348, 357
for partial shade, 356
hibiscus, 142
hillsides and slopes, 36, 94
Hit-the-Trail Mix, 233
Homegrown Daisy Spray, 158
Hopper Repeller Tonic, 70
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horticultural oil, 53, 279
hose-end sprayers, 5
hoses, 20, 221, 250
hostas, 137, 150, 154, 155, 156
Hot Bite Tonic, 159
hot pepper (ground), 167, 248
hot peppers. See also peppers
in formulas, 34, 224, 314,
328
growing, 307-309
handling, 309
jalapefios, 102, 126, 257
hot sauce uses
animal pest-control
formulas, 43, 60, 102,
155,159, 181, 233, 327
insect pest-control
formulas, 49, 96, 126
hot water, for seed-sprouting,
81,115
hot weather
container plants in, 109,
112
lawn care during, 6, 11, 19,
62
lettuce and, 248
planting perennials and,
76
houseplants, 97
human hair uses
animal pest control, 58, 100
flower fertilizer, 146
flower-fertilizer formula,
158
hummingbird attractors, 85
Hurry-Harvest Tonic, 229
hyacinth bean, 283
hyacinths, 162, 166, 170, 180
hydrogen peroxide uses
bulb-washing formula,
177
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disease-control formulas,
50,203

flower-fertilizer formulas,
108, 157, 201, 204

herb-fertilizer formula,
357

houseplant care, 97

lawn-watering formulas, 18

weed-control formula, 72

hyssop, 223

iceberg lettuce, 249
ice cubes, herbal, 339
impatiens, 116, 123
inoculant powder, 282
Insect Cocktail, 329
insect pest control
annuals, 114, 125-126
bulbs, 175
flower gardens, 89, 96—
101, 115, 140, 142
for herbs, 336, 348, 357
herbs as, 223, 345, 350
lawns, 43, 46-49, 7072
perennials, 140, 145, 159
roses, 188,190, 191, 192,
196, 197
vegetable gardens, 210,
222-225, 235, 256, 257,
279, 280, 327-329 (see
also specific vegetables)
iris borers, 175
irises, 147, 158, 162, 179
irrigation systems, 18, 20-21

J

jalapeno peppers, in
formulas, 102, 126, 257

Japanese beetles, 191

Jell-O powder, 233

Jerry’s Favorite Fertilizer, 23
Jerry’s Lime Rickey, 242
juglone, 156,210

Juicy Fruit® gum, 60

K

kale, 229, 244-246

kelp, liquid, 358

kelp meal, 105

Kick-in-the-Grass Mix, 69

Knock-"Em-Dead Pest Tonic,
285

Knock Out® rose, 199

Kool-Aid®, 287

L

ladybugs, 278
lamb’s ears, 143
Last Supper Tonic, The, 25
laundry detergent, 23
laundry detergent bottles, 63
laundry soap uses
disease-control formulas,
26,51
lawn feeding, 4
lawn-fertilizer formulas, 9
lavender
in insect pest-control
formulas, 140, 350
in potpourri, 204, 358
soil for, 139
lavender essential oil, 358
Lawn Jump-Start Tonic, 28
lawn rollers, 36, 38
lawns
aerating, 23, 51, 63, 65
animal pest control, 32,
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33,34, 43,48, 58-61, 70
bald spots, 14, 16, 33,
39-40, 41, 44, 57
brown, 16, 19, 66
disease control, 18, 26,
49,50-53,71
drought and, 8, 10, 24, 62
feeding, 3-9, 23-26
fertilizer spills on, 7
gas spills on, 14, 66
grasses for, 22, 37, 64
growth rate, 4
insect pest control, 43,
46-49, 70-72
mowing, 10-16, 34
overwatered, 63
ragged-looking, 13
removing for flowers, 76
repairing, 3941, 44, 67-69
reseeding, 32, 34
from seed, 30-34, 42
from sod, 35-38
soil preparation, 28-29
spotty or light-colored, 4
thatch in, 26, 65, 66
watering, 17-21, 34
weed control, 52, 54-57
Lawn Snack, 26
lawn sprinklers, 19
Lawn Wake-Up Mix, 5
leadwort (plumbago), 148
leathoppers, 70, 126
leaf-miners, 255
leaf mold, 217
leaf raking, 65, 94
leeks, 245, 264-265
lemon balm, 223, 356
lenten roses, 153
Lethal Weapon Tonic, 267
lettuce, 209, 231, 245, 247—
250,275,293
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lilies, 163, 176
lily leek, 192
lime uses
disease-control formula,
250
flower-fertilizer formulas,
103, 157,158
herb-fertilizer formula, 357
insect pest control, 269,
296
insect pest-control
formulas, 242, 328
lawn care, 9, 52
lawn-fertilizer formulas, 5,
25
soil testing and, 29
Lysol®, 59

M

maggots, 328
Magical Mildew Control, 104
Magic Mum Booster, 158
magnesium, 306
mailboxes, for storage, 138
manure tea, 213
manure uses
flower-fertilizer formulas,
105, 157
lawn-fertilizer formula, 24
planting formula, 188
seedling formula, 181
vegetable fertilizer, 217,
320
vegetable-fertilizer
formula, 257
marigolds, 113, 190, 223, 315,
328, 357
marjoram, 342-343
Marvelous Melon Soil Mix, 299
mayonnaise, 142

INDEX

mealy bugs, 346
melons, 209, 297-300
Merry Marigold Marinade,
328
mesclun, 251
Mexican bean beetles, 284
Mexican tarragon, 352
mice, 171, 224,233
Mighty Mouse Control, 233
Mildew Relief Tonic, 203
Mildew Remover Tonic, 292
milk uses
disease control, 196, 226,
321
disease-control formulas,
158, 320
insect pest control, 241
insect pest-control
formulas, 125, 126, 327
seed-starting formula, 233
mineral oil, 257, 289
mini-blind slats, 215
mint
growing, 339-341, 356
Peppermint Soap Spray, 329
peppermint versus
spearmint, 340
in potpourri, 358
mixed greens, 251-252
molasses, in formulas, 84, 90,
125, 158
moles, 48, 58, 59, 60, 70
Moles-No-Mo’ Tonic, 60
monkshoods, 145
mosquitoes, 70
moss, 53, 55, 72
mothballs, 58, 61, 325
moths, 334
mouthwash uses
clean-up formulas, 24,
129, 202
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disease-control formulas,
26,50,51,71
herb-fertilizer formula, 340
insect pest-control
formulas, 48, 49, 70, 72,
96, 175
lawn-fertilizer formulas,
26,42
lawn-repair formula, 69
mulch formulas, 88, 138
planting formula, 207
weed-control formula, 72
Mouthwatering Melon Mix,
299
mowing
clippings from, 11-12
hillsides, 94
new lawns, 34
precautions, 10
techniques and timing,
10-16
around trees and garden
beds, 13, 15, 16, 75, 93
mowing equipment care,
10,13, 14,16
mugwort, 140
mulch formulas, 88, 138, 149,
232
Mulch Moisturizer Tonic, 88
mulch use
container plants, 150
flower gardens, 87, 88, 89,
95,100, 138, 140
fungal diseases and, 190
lawns, 32
sandy soil, 91
vegetables, 220, 274, 299
Murphy® Oil Soap uses
animal pest-control
formulas, 43, 155, 233,
327
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disease-control formulas,
104, 159
dual-purpose formulas,
126, 257
herb-fertilizer formula,
354
insect pest control, 223
insect pest-control
formulas, 43, 48, 49, 70,
72,101, 140, 235, 350
planting formulas, 86,
232
weed-control formula, 72
mushrooms, in lawn, 51
muskmelons (cantaloupes),
209, 298
mustard greens, 245, 270
mustard uses
animal pest-control
formula, 182,233
insect pest control, 60, 224
Must-Have Mustard Tonic,
270

IN

nails, 151, 241
Natural Bug-Busting Juice,
357

nematodes

beneficial, 47, 48

pests, 223,261, 308
Nettle Tea, 327
night gardens, 93, 119
nodding onion, 192

o

oatmeal, 146, 158
Octoberfeast Lawn Food, 9
Off-to-a-Great-Start Seed

Soak, 44
okra, 301-302
oleanders, 142
onions
in animal pest-control
formula, 102
in disease-control
formula, 204
in dual-purpose formulas,
126, 257
growing, 266-269, 293
for insect pest control, 188
in insect pest-control
formulas, 46, 126, 224,
256,267, 285,328
ornamental, 173, 192
storing, 269
tears from, 269
oregano, 342-343
ornamental plants
corn, 289
grasses, 64
onions, 173, 192
vegetables, 245, 307
orrisroot, 204, 358
ovens, for seed-starting, 115

P

pantyhose, 89, 223, 312
paper bags, 123, 215, 325
paper towel uses
corn silk removal, 289
seed-starting, 81, 109, 115
paprika, 167
Paralyzing Pest Salsa, 224
Parmesan cheese shakers, 41,
351
parsley, 325, 344-346, 356,
357
parsleyworms, 345
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parsnips, 231
paths and walkways, 93, 243
peas, 303-305
peat moss uses
container-plant insulation,
109
flower-fertilizer formula,
105
planting formulas, 77, 92,
105,117,234
seed-starting formula, 79
Pedialyte®, 134
pennyroyal essential oil, 358
peonies, 137
peppermint, 339, 340
peppermint oil, 182
Peppermint Soap Spray, 329
pepper/onion/mint juice, 305
peppers, 209, 245, 293, 294,
306-309. See also hot
peppers
perennial annuals, 111-112
Perennial No-Pest Potion,
140
Perennial Planting Potion,
157
perennials. See also specific
flowers
animal pest control, 155,
159
black walnut and, 156
blue, 135, 148
buying, 76, 132
cold and frost protection,
82,151
deadheading, 128, 130,
137-138
disease control, 130, 136,
158-159
dividing, 128-129, 132,
146, 147
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perennials (continued)
doughnut syndrome, 146
feeding, 134, 144, 149, 157
foliage, 133
foliar feeding, 143
in garden design, 79
hummingbird attractors,
85
insect pest control, 140,
145,159
low-maintenance, 130, 136
mulching, 138, 140
planting, 76, 128, 130, 151
pruning and pinching,
133,137,139
from seed, 131
for shady sites, 150, 152,
154-156
staking, 141
sunlight requirements, 152
watering, 87
weed control, 142
as weeds, 219
Perfect-Partners Planting
Mix, 92
perfume, 288
periwinkle, 162
perlite, 79, 181, 234
Pest-Away Spray, 246
pest control. See animal pest
control; insect pest control
Pest Pulverizer Potion, 314
petunias, 113, 114
phlox, 136, 147, 154
pickle juice, 142
pineapple sage, 350
pine needles, 93
plant collars, 225, 246
planter bits, 179
plant labels, 180, 215, 239,
343

INDEX

Plant Perk-Up, 84
plant stakes, 88, 94, 141, 294,
304. See also trellises
plant ties, 89
plastic bags, 142
plastic bottles, 123,318
plastic drink cups, 97
plastic jugs, 61, 86, 214, 297
plastic nursery pots, 171
plastic silverware, 239, 343
Plug Power Mix, 44
plugs, for lawn repair, 39-40
plumbago (leadwort), 148
poinsettias, 151
pollination, by hand, 310,
312,321
Pollution Solution, 25
pooper scoopers, 61
poppies, 124
Post-Mow Mixer, 15
potato beetles, 269, 270, 279
potatoes
as companion plants, 285
for containers, 209
growing, 270-273, 279
for holding cut flowers,
121
potpourri, 204, 358
Potted Plant Picnic, 144
powdery mildew
control formulas, 292, 326
lawns, 50, 53
perennials, 136, 159
roses, 196, 202, 203
vegetables, 250
Pre-Plant Bulb Soak, 178
privacy screens, 95
propagation, 199
pruning and pinching
daylilies, 165
flower transplants, 83
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herbs, 332, 347
perennials, 133, 137, 139,
143
roses, 186, 189, 193, 195,
197, 198-199
vegetables, 291, 308, 321,
324,325
pumpkins, 310-315
pumpkin seeds, 313
pythium blight, 71

Q

Quassia Slug Spray, 159

R

rabbits, 171, 226, 250, 304

raccoons, 325

radicchio, 252

radishes, 209, 218, 274-276

ragweed, 92, 149

railroad ties, 16

rain, 20, 63

raised beds, 91, 207-208

Really Rosy Potpourri, 204

Repotting Tonic, 104

Revive®, 23

Rhubarb Pest-Repellent
Tonic, 280

Rip-Roarin’-Start Solution,
235

Rise 'n’ Shine Clean-Up Tonic,
49

Robust Rhubarb Tonic, 280

romaine (cos) lettuce, 250

root cellar, homemade, 213

root maggots, 261, 266, 274,
276

Root Revival Tonic, 157

Rose Ambrosia, 201
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rose canes, for pest control,
58,99
Rose Clean-Up Tonic, 202
rose geranium, 204
rose geranium essential oil,
358
rose mallow, 141
rosemary, 347-348, 358
Rose Pest Spray, 196
Rose Rousin’ Elixir, 203
roses
arching, 184
buying, 184, 187
climbing, 200-202
companion plants for, 192,
193
as cut flowers, 186, 196
disease control, 189, 190,
196, 202, 203, 204
feeding, 188, 189, 199, 201,
203,204
hybrids, 193-196
insect pest control, 188,
190, 191, 192, 196, 197
low-maintenance, 194
planting, 185
in potpourri, 204
propagating, 199
pruning and pinching,
186, 189, 193, 195, 197,
198-199
scent enhancement, 186
shrub roses, 197-199
site selection, 184, 187
watering, 188, 198
winter bloomers, 153
winter care, 186, 192, 195,
196
rose/vegetable dust, 71
Rot-Go Tonic, 326
rototillers, 210

rugosa rose, 197
runner beans, 283
Russian sage, 145
rutabagas, 231

S

saffron crocus, 162
sage, 140, 349-350
Sage Soap Spray, 350
salad gardens, 250
saltpeter, 50, 71
salt shakers, 247
salt uses
transplant aid, 215
weed control, 52
weed-control formulas,
104, 219
sandpaper, for slug control,
98
sand uses
as deicer, 68
planting formulas, 105,
299
soil improvement, 95
sandy soil, 78, 91, 254
Scat Cat Solution, 182
scented geraniums, 120
scotch, 116
seaweed extract, 358
seaweed meal, 24, 257
Seed and Soil Energizer, 254
seedling care, 79, 80, 212
Seedling Saver, 80, 234
Seedling Strengthener, 181,
329
Seedling Tonic,
Superpowered, 256
seeds and seed-starting. See
also specific plants
flowers, 78-81, 109, 115
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greens, 252
lawns, 30-34, 42
storing and testing seeds,
211
vegetables, 211-215, 233,
235,259
seed spreaders and shakers,
32,41, 80,247
Seed-Starting Mix, 79
shady sites
annuals for, 93, 116-117
herbs for, 341, 356
perennials for, 150, 152,
154-156
shop lights, for seedlings, 79
shrubs, 92, 246
site selection
roses, 184, 187
vegetable gardens, 208, 210
skunks, 48
slopes and hillsides, 36, 94
Slug-Out-Slugs Spray, 43
slugs and snails
control formulas, 159, 235
in flower gardens, 97, 98,
99, 145, 156
in vegetable gardens, 222,
223,225,251,334
Slugweiser, 182
snakes, fake, 250
snap peas, 303
snow, 89
Snow crocus, 168
snow mold, 51
snow peas, 303
soap, for pest control, 100
sod, 30, 35-38
soda, 122
Sod Revitalizer Tonic, 36
sod webworms, 47
soggy sites, grasses for, 64
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372

soil
compacted, 19, 62-63
drainage test, 77, 198
for flower gardens, 76-77
for lawns, 28-29
lime test, 29
moisture test, 76
for vegetable gardens, 210
(see also specific vegetables)
Soil-Builder Tonic, 103
Soil Support Tonic, 257
Soothing Anti-Scorch Tonic,
42
spearmint, 340
spice jars, 80
spices, for pest control, 97,
334
Spicy Bug Brew, 328
spider mites, 96, 328
spinach, 229, 231, 250,
253-254
sprayers, 5, 54
Spring Soil Energizer, 207
squash, 310-315
squash bugs, 285, 315
squash vine borers, 313, 329
Squeaky Clean Tonic, 48
Squirrel Beater, 43, 327
squirrels, 108, 159, 166, 167
staking plants, 88, 94, 141,
304
Start-Up Meal, 204
Start-Up Snack, 157
sticky traps, 262, 295
Stress-Reliever Solution, 26
sugar uses
cut-flower solution, 124
dual-purpose formula, 308
flower-fertilizer formulas,
134,158
insect pest-control

INDEX

formula, 336
lawn-fertilizer formula, 23
tomato planting, 319
vegetable-fertilizer

formula, 265

Summer-Patch Remedy, 50
Summer Soother Tonic, 18
summer squash, 310-315,
314
sunken beds, 221
sunlight requirements
lettuce, 248
perennials, 152
tomatoes, 317
Superpowered Seedling
Tonic, 256
Super Shrub Stimulator, 153
Super Slug Spray, 235
Super Soil Sandwich
Dressing, 42
Super Spider Mite Mix, 328
Super Sprout Weed-Stop, 238
swallowtail butterflies, 262,
345
sweet alyssum, 115, 169
sweet potatoes, 271-272, 315
Sweet Success Spray, 308
Swiss chard, 255

T

tall fescue grass, 13
Tanglefoot® Insect Barrier,
262
Tangle-Trap®, 295
tansy, 140, 350
tarragon, 223, 351-352, 356
tea bags
as soil amendment, 188
sowing grass seed on, 41
Tea Time for Aphids, 357
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tea uses
bulb-planting formula, 178
compost formula, 216
disease-control formulas,
50, 53,203, 257
division formula, 146
flower-fertilizer formulas,
108, 125,157, 201, 204
herb-fertilizer formulas,
340, 357
insect pest-control
formulas, 175, 191, 329
lawn-fertilizer formulas, 5,
26, 36,42
lawn-mowing formula, 15
lawn-repair formula, 67
lawn-watering formulas,
18,21
mulch formulas, 138, 149
planting formulas, 86, 104,
185,207, 232,299
seedling formula, 181
seed-starting formulas, 31,
44,78, 235,254
shrub-fertilizer formula,
153
vegetable-fertilizer
formulas, 232, 256, 280,
288, 326, 329
weed-control formulas,
69,72
tennis balls, 141, 221
thatch, 65, 66
Thatch-Blaster Tonic, 65
Thatch-Control Tonic, 26
thrips, 191
thyme, 223, 353-355, 358
Tide® laundry detergent, 23
tip burn, 247
tire mulch, 41
Tire-Track Eraser Elixir, 67
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toads, 100
tobacco mosaic virus, 226
toilet paper, as planting aid,
276
Tomato Blight Buster, 320
Tomato-Booster Tonic, 323
tomato cages, 88
tomatoes
animal pest control, 323
companion plants for, 319,
325,331
for containers, 209
determinate versus
indeterminate, 316
feeding, 326
flavor of, 316
freezing, 323
growing, 317-325
harvesting, 230, 322, 323
heirloom, 293
in insect pest-control
formula, 224
storing, 324
suckering, 321
tomato hornworms, 322, 328
tomato leaves, in formulas,
204,222
tongue depressors, 180
tools
for plant division, 132
for planting bulbs, 179
storing, 138
toothbrushes, 133
topsoil
buying, 29
in planting formulas, 75,
117
Transition Tonic, 185
Transplant Recovery Tonic,
86,232
transplants

cold protection for, 214,
215
feeding, 104
hardening off, 82, 214
root stimulant for, 128
sun protection for, 110
trees
collars for, 246
mowing around, 13, 15
plants under, 33, 93, 150,
156
tree stumps, as planters, 91
trellises, 120, 284, 290,
312,320
trowels, 179
tulips, 162, 171-172, 174, 179
Tums®, 322
turnip greens, 278
turnips, 277-278
twigs, for cutworm control, 225

U

Ultra-Light Potting Soil, 181
Undercover Mulch Booster,
138
urine, in formulas. See also
dogs
animal pest-control
formulas, 70, 155, 278,
327
insect pest-control
formula, 48
lawn-fertilizer formulas,
25

\'

vacuum cleaners, 99
vegetable gardens. See also
specific vegetables
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animal pest control, 224,
226-227,233, 248, 327
cold and frost protection,
214,215,229, 231

in containers, 209, 232

crop rotation, 208

disease control, 226, 227,
234,257,326

early start to, 228, 229

feeding, 216-217, 232, 235,
256,257, 265, 288, 305

in flower gardens, 90, 307

foliar feeding, 218

hardening off, 214

harvest from, 213, 228—
231,280

heirloom plants, 293

insect pest control, 210,
222-225,235, 256, 257,
279, 280, 327-329

mowing around, 15, 16

mulch for, 220

raised beds, 207-208

seeds and seedlings, 211—
215, 233,234,235

site selection, 208, 210

soil preparation, 210

watering, 220-221

weed control, 217-220

vegetable oil uses

disease control, 202

disease-control formula,
182

dual-purpose formulas,
126, 196, 257

insect pest-control
formulas, 101, 114

Vegetable Power Powder, 265
Vegetable Refreshers, 256
vegetable storage, 213. See

also specific vegetables
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374

Veggie Garden Cure-All, 257
Veggie Harvest Bath, 280
Veggie Vitalizer, 305
vermiculite, in formulas, 79,
117,234
Vim and Vigor Tonic, 288
vinegar uses
cut-flower solution, 124
dual-purpose formula, 196
herb preservation, 352
insect pest-control
formulas, 101, 224, 336
seed-starting, 259, 346
vegetable washing, 280
weed-control formulas,
57,103, 104, 219
vines
covering fence with, 113
hummingbird attractors,
85
paired with shrubs, 92
supports for, 112, 120
vitamin B, plant starter, in
formulas, 204, 257
vodka, 116
voles, 171, 224

w

walnut trees, 156, 210
warm-season grasses, 37
water harvesting, 20, 97
watering
with bottled water, 81
container plants, 112
flower gardens, 84, 86, 87
lawns, 17-21, 34
roses, 188, 198
vegetable gardens,
220-221 (see also specific
vegetables)

INDEX

watermelons, 298, 300
water softeners, 17
webworms, 328
weed control
Brussels sprouts for, 238
flower gardens, 86, 104
lawns, 52, 54-57
tools for, 142
vegetable gardens, 217—
220,275
Weed-Killer Prep Tonic, 69
weeds
versus flowers, 112
versus vegetables, 218
Weed Wipeout, 103
weevils, 334
wheat celosia, 122
whiskey uses
disease-control formula,
257
flower-fertilizer formulas,
108, 144, 204
planting formula, 110
seed-starting formula, 254
vegetable-fertilizer
formulas, 256
whiteflies, 96, 115, 142
Whitefly Wipeout Tonic, 125,
327
white pepper, 304
wildflowers, 92, 132
Wild Weed Wipeout Tonic, 57
willow twigs, as root
stimulant, 128
window screens, for pest
control, 33
winter care. See also cold and
frost protection
lawns, 9
roses, 186, 192, 195, 196
winter squash, 310-315
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Winter Turf Protection Tonic,
68
Winter Wonder Drug, 358
Wonderful Watering Tonic, 21
Wonderful Weed Killer, 104,
219
wood ash uses
flower-fertilizer formulas,
103
insect pest control, 225,
237,261, 266
insect pest-control
formula, 328
lawn-fertilizer formula, 7
planting formula, 92
wormwood, 350

Y

yard-long bean, 283

yardsticks, as plant stakes, 94

Year-Round Refresher Tonic,
90

yeast, 182

yellow archangel, 153

y4

zinnias, 124
zucchini, 209, 314
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