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Index

Note: Page references in italics
indicate tables.

�A
Abrasions, first aid for, 139
Aches and pains, 139–40
Acne, astringent for, 142
Air conditioner
car, fuel efficiency and, 
315
home
covering, in winter, 3
replacing filter on, 2
straightening fins on,
3–4

Air fresheners
car, 320
home, 74–76

Alcohol, rubbing
for cleaning
ink stains, 71
windowsills, 58

as moss remover, 226
uses for, 347–48
as weed killer, 249–50

Alcoholic beverages, avoiding,
156
Allergies, to pets, 177
All-Purpose Clean-Up Solution,
227
All-Season Green-Up Tonic,
291
Allspice, for toothaches, 169
Aloe vera, for treating
bites and stings, 147

burns, 150
dermatitis, 155
eczema, 158
itching, 162
poison ivy, 165

Aluminum cans, for outdoor
lighting, 242–43
Aluminum foil
for garden pest control,
288
for removing chrome rust
from car, 323

Aluminum pots
avoiding, when cooking
cauliflower, 110
cleaning, 63

Ammonia
for bites and stings, 147
caution about, 65
in garden tonics, 274, 283,
291, 296, 304
uses for, 328

Antenna, car, unsticking, 326
Antiques, shopping for, 
28–30
Apple
for preventing potato
sprouting, 112
for removing broken bulb,
16–17
for ripening bananas, 110
for softening brown sugar,
112–13

Appliances
disconnecting, during 
power outage, 39

kitchen, cleaning, 58–61
Aquariums
acclimating fish to, 188
care of, 187–88
filter for, 188, 197
size of, 196
supplies for, 197–98
water temperature for, 196

Artillery fungus, from mulch,
228
Ash(es)
removing, from grill, 118
stains, on rug, 51

Athlete’s foot, 142–43
Attic
flooring for, 98
items for storage in, 97–98
lighting for, 98
organizing items in, 98–99
wearing hard hat in,
99–100

Autos. See Cars
Avocado, for dry hair, 174
Awl, uses for, 4
Awnings, cleaning, 225

�B
Baby food jars, for storing
hardware, 96
Baby oil
as chrome polish for car,
323
uses for, 328–29

Back injury, from gardening,
preventing, 287–88
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Bad breath, 143–44, 340
Baking powder
for cleaning walls, 55
determining freshness of,
126–27
for preventing athlete’s
foot, 143

Baking soda
for cleaning
grease and oil stains,
50, 70
grout, 66
kitchen appliances, 58

for deodorizing
carpets, 77–78
food containers, 76–77
garbage cans, 77
musty smells, 77
refrigerator, 60
skunk spray, 209

determining freshness of,
127
as laundry freshener,
68–69
for polishing silverware, 64
for removing bugs from
car, 322
for treating
bites and stings, 146
poison ivy, 165
rheumatism, 165

for unclogging sink, 61
uses for, 329–31

Baking tips
for biscuits, 126
for bread, 123–24
for cakes, 126–27
for ingredients, 124–25

Baldness, preventing, 144–45
Balled-and-burlapped plants,
planting, 286–87
Balls, as cat toys, 211
Bananas
attracting insects, 147

ripening, 110
Barbecue(ing)
discarding coals from, 118
vs. grilling, 116
meat, retaining moisture
when, 119
starting fire for, 117
using lid on, 118–19
wood suitable for, 117–18
wood unsuitable for, 117

Barbecue sauce
preventing burning of, 
119
substitute for, 119

Bare-root plants
advantages of, 285
care of, 285, 286
planting, 285–86

Barking, discouraging, in
dogs, 200–201, 202
Basement, organizing,
100–101
Basil, for sleeplessness, 167
Baskets, hanging, for bath-
room storage, 86
Bathing, 165, 167, 173
Bathroom
cleaning, 64–67
organizing, 86–87

Batteries
changing, in smoke 
detectors, 40
organizing, 85

B-&-B plants. See Balled-and-
burlapped plants
Bedding plants. See Plants,
bedding
Beef Jerky, recipe for, 108
Beer
in garden tonics, 268, 283,
291, 304
in Moss Slurry, 249

Bee stings, 146–47
Beeswax, for shoe care, 68

Begging, discouraging, in
dogs, 203
Belt, as dog collar, 212
Birdcages
choosing, 194–95
cleaning, 222

Birds
pet
cages for, 194–95, 
222
checkup for, 222
choosing, 185–86
feeding, 196
first aid for, 221–22
supplies for, 194–96

wild, nesting in gutters,
232

Biscuits, soft vs. crunchy, 
126
Bites, and stings
home remedies for, 
146–47
insect repellent for 
preventing, 148

Biting, discouraging, in dogs,
203–4
Bitter Apple, as pet repellent,
190–91, 206
Bladder-control problems, in
dogs, 219–20
Blanching, for peeling fruits
and vegetables, 110
Bleach
caution about, 65
for cleaning
deck, 234
siding, 227–28
toilet, 66–67
tub rings, 65

uses for, 331
Blisters
from burns, 150
draining, 148
preventing, 148–49
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Bloodletting, as ancient remedy,
138
Blood stains, 71
Body odor
in dogs, 218
home remedies for, 149

Bookends, doorstops as, 90
Books
advice from, 6
donating, 97
storage containers for, 
102

Borax, for deodorizing pet
urine, 78
Bottles, cleaning, 64
Boxes
discarding, 100
saving, 100
stacking, 102

Bread baking, tips on, 123–24
Bread crumbs, homemade, 
114
Breath holding, for hiccups,
161
Brick, cleaning, 225
Broccoli, cooking, 109
Brooms
cleaning, 48
extending life of, 42

Brown sugar
equivalent measures of,

125
grating, 113
softening, 112–13

Bruises, 149–50
Brush, wire, for cleaning 
garden tools, 254
Buckets
cleaning, 48
selecting, 45

Bulbs, broken, removing,
16–17
Bumper stickers, removing,
325

Burns, 150–51
Butter, softening, 121
Buttermilk
in Moss Mix, 249
for whitening linens, 343

�C
Cabbage
for hemorrhoid relief,
160–61
reducing cooking odor
from, 121–22

Cake
decorating, 127
splitting layers of, 127

Cake pan, dusting with cocoa,
126
Candle stub, for lubricating
car antenna, 326
screws, 11, 16

Candy, for laryngitis, 163
Cans, aluminum, for outdoor
lighting, 242–43
Carbon monoxide, from car 
exhaust, 315
Carpets
cleaning, 50–52
deodorizing, 77–78

Carrots, for oily hair, 174
Cars
air fresheners for, 320
average price of, 326
bugs on, removing, 322
bumper stickers on, 
removing, 325
cleaning, 316–23
location for, 319
procedure for, 320–23
supplies for, 318

electric, history of, 314
finding keys for, in dark,
325
gas-saving techniques for,
313–16

invention of, 310
polishing and waxing,
323–24
polishing chrome on, 323
preventing lock icing in,
326
safe distance between,
308–9
scratches on, 325
stuck, 308
time spent in, 324
tires on
changing, 309–12
checking inflation of,
312
rotating, 312–13

unsticking antenna on, 
326
warming up, cautions
about, 315
window condensation on,
removing, 326
window decals and stickers
on, removing, 326

Car safety kit, 307
Car trips
checking car before, 306
overcoming drowsiness
during, 309

Car wax, uses for, 331–32
Cast-iron pots and pans
avoiding, when cooking
cauliflower, 110
preventing sticking in,
119–20
seasoning, 61–63

Castor oil, uses for, 332
Cat litter
for oil stains on concrete,
226, 227
for removing musty odors,
77
for road traction, 308
uses for, 332–33
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Catnip, 212
Cats. See also Pets
bad breath in, 207–8
behavior problems of, 
206
easing transition to new
home for, 192, 193–94
facts about, 205
flatulence in, 218–19
flea control for, 209–10
hot weather protection for,
219
housetraining, 204–6
medical care for, 207–8
pre-purchase checkup for,
184
purebred, 181
reflectors for, 215
rescuing, from trees, 217
sanitary considerations
with, 192
shedding of, 210–11
sources of, 182–83
spaying and neutering, 
207
substances poisonous to,
191, 220
suitable age for adopting,
184
supplies for, 193–94
toys for, 211–12
travel crate for, 215
vaccination schedule for,

208
Cauliflower, cookware for, 
110
Caulk tube, lid for, 250
Cayenne pepper, for treating
cold feet, 173
cuts, 139
headaches, 159
sore throat, 168

Cedar chips, as moth repellent,
81, 103

Cement, roofing, for gutter
leaks, 231–32
Chairs, cleaning upholstery on,
52–53
Chalk
for ring-around-the-collar,
70
uses for, 333

Chamomile
essential oil, for sleepless-
ness, 167
tea
for corns, 153
in garden tonic, 278
as hair rinse, 174

Chaparral tea, for dandruff,
154
Charcoal
for aquarium filters, 188
for hangovers, 160
for pet flatulence, 218–19
for removing musty odors,
77
uses for, 333–34

Checks, canceled, storing, 
94
Cheese, preventing drying of,
111
Cheesecloth
for defatting chicken stock,
107, 109
for making tack cloth, 35

Chicken, skinning, 107
Chicken stock, defatting, 107,
109
Chicken wire, for lining 
gutters, 233
Chili peppers, unusual names
for, 123
Chocolate stains, 71
Christmas tree, lights, as 
umbrella lights, 243
Chrome, polishing, on car, 
323

Cinnamon
for athlete’s foot, 143
for deodorizing car, 320

Cinnamon sticks, as air 
freshener, 75
Citronella essential oil, as 
insect repellent, 237
Cleaning
awnings, 225
barbecue grill, 116
bathrooms, 64–67
bottles, 64
brick, 225
car, 316–23
carpets and rugs, 50–52
clothespins, 71–72
cloths for, 42, 43, 44–45, 
48
coffeemaker, 59
deck, 234–35
downspouts, 229–30
floors, 42, 44–47
grout, 66
gutters, 229, 230
headlights, 306, 308
kitchen appliances, 58–61
laundry, 68–71
maintaining equipment for,
48–49
oil stains on concrete,
226–27
patio, 224
sidewalks, 224
siding, 227–28
spring, 43
timetable for, 44
upholstery, 52–53
walls, 54–55
windows, 55–58

Closets
air freshener for, 76
cleaning out, 81
doubling hanging space in,
83
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for home office, 91–92
organizing
assessment before,
80–81
by season, 82

Clothespins, cleaning, 71–72
Clothing
closet organization for,
80–82, 83
donating, 83
hanging, 83–84
stain removal for, 69–71
storing
in attic, 97–98
in cedar chips, 81
cleaning before, 82
at dry cleaner, 82
places for, 82–83

Cloths, for cleaning, 42, 43,
44–45, 48
Cloves
as air freshener, 75, 320
as breath freshener, 144
for toothaches, 169

Club soda
for cleaning
blood stains, 71
chocolate stains, 71
stainless steel, 60

uses for, 334
Coals, barbecue, discarding,
118
Cod liver oil, for treating
eczema, 158
scars, 166

Coffee
as air freshener, 76
measuring, 122

Coffee can, for starting 
barbecue fire, 117
Coffeemaker, cleaning, 59
Cola, in garden tonics, 268
Cold feet, home remedy for, 
173

Cold pack, for earaches, 158
Colds, 151–52
Cold weather exposure, avoid-
ing alcohol after, 156
Colic, old-time remedy for, 161
Collars, dog, 212
Collar stains, 70–71
Collectibles, research on, 30
Compost
care of, 270
containers for, 269–71
in garden tonics, 287, 292
for improving soil, 266–67,
270
ingredients for, 267–68, 269
unsafe, 271

quick production of, 268,
269
reducing odor from, 269
signs of doneness of, 271

Compost Feeder Tonic, 268,
269
Compost Tea, 285, 292
Concrete, cleaning oil stains
on, 226–27
Constipation, 152–53
Container plants, watering 
system for, 294–95
Containers
food, deodorizing, 76–77
for seed starting, 276
for storage
in garage, 102
of toys, 88
of twine, 95

Cooking oils, uses for, 334–35
Copper, on pots and pans,
cleaning, 63
Cornmeal, for removing grease
and oil stains, 53, 70
Corns, 153
Cornstarch
for cleaning grease and oil
stains, 50, 53, 70

ring-around-the-collar,
71
windows, 57

for pet grooming, 210
for preventing athlete’s
foot, 143
as starch alternative, 72
for treating
bites and stings, 147
body odor, 149

uses for, 335–36
Corn syrup
in garden tonics, 283, 291,
304
in Moss Mix, 249

Cotton swab, for applying
paint stripper, 33
Coughs, 153–54
Cracks, wall, Spackle for 
repairing, 7–8, 11
Craft room, organizing, 
95–96
Crates, for pets, 202–3, 215,
220
Crayons
for concealing wood
scratches, 17
removing, from
clothes dryer, 72
walls, 55

uses for, 336
Cream, whipping, 125
Cream of tartar
for boosting scrub powder,
65
for cleaning copper, 63

Crow’s feet, 171
Cucumber juice, for burns, 
150
Cucumbers
for eye care, 170
for hair care, 174

Cup, ceramic, for sharpening
knife, 15

Index�361
Homespun Magic www.jerrybaker.com

https://www.jerrybaker.com/product/homespun-magic
https://www.jerrybaker.com


Cupboards
kitchen, for basement 
storage, 100
storage racks for, 85

Curtains, replacing, 19
Cushions
patio furniture, care of,
238–39
sofa and chair, cleaning, 52

Cuts and scrapes, first aid for,
139

�D
Damping-Off Prevention Tonic,
278
Dandruff, 154
Decals, removing, from car,
326
Deck
care of, 234–35
privacy screen for, 234

Decorating, home
buying antiques for, 
28–30
furniture refinishing for,
31–36
hanging pictures, 22–28
painting, 19–22
pillows, 18–19
quick spruce-ups for, 19
slipcovers, 18
starting, 17–18

Deer, protecting shrubs from,
302
Dehydrators, food, selecting,
129–30
Dental floss, for slicing food,
127
Denture-cleaning tablets
for removing food stains,
69–70
uses for, 336–37

Dermatitis, 155

Desk
preventing clutter on, 92
storage under, 91

Detergent
household, in All-Purpose
Clean-Up Solution, 227
laundry
in All-Purpose Clean-
Up Solution, 227
for cleaning deck, 234
for cleaning sidewalks
and patio, 224
for non-oily clothing
stains, 71

powdered dishwashing
for cleaning siding, 228
for cleaning stone
floors, 46
for removing oil stains
on concrete, 227

Diapers, dog, 220–21
Diarrhea, 155–56
Diet, guidelines for, 137–38
Dishwasher, invention of, 61
Dishwashing detergent. See
Detergent, powdered dish-
washing
Dishwashing liquid
for cleaning patio furniture,
238
for deodorizing skunk
spray, 209
in garden tonics, 268, 274,
277, 278, 279, 283, 291,
304
for removing bugs from
car, 322

Dislocations, joint, 156
Dizziness, 157
Dog biscuits, recipe for, 213
Dog food
as fertilizer, 291
in garden tonic, 287

Doggie Deodorizer, 209

Dogs. See also Pets
bad breath in, 207–8
barking by, discouraging,
200–201, 202
begging by, discouraging,
203
biting by, discouraging,
203–4
bladder-control problems
in, 219–20
body odor in, 218
categories of, 181
chewing by, discouraging,
204–5
collar for, 212
crates for, 202–3, 215, 
220
deodorizing, from skunk
spray, 209
determining future size of,
184
discouraging destructive
behavior of, 202
easing transition to new
home for, 192–93, 194
first aid for, 216–18
flatulence in, 218
flea control for, 209–10
grooming, 209–11
hearing loss in, 219
hot weather protection for,
219
housetraining, 198–99
medical care for, 207–8
obedience training for, 
200
obscure facts about, 199
pre-purchase checkup for,
184
purebred, 181
raincoat for, 215–16
reflectors for, 215
sanitary considerations
with, 192

Index�362
Homespun Magic www.jerrybaker.com

https://www.jerrybaker.com/product/homespun-magic
https://www.jerrybaker.com


scared, 201–2
shedding of, 210–11
sources of, 182–83
spaying and neutering, 
207
substances poisonous to,
191, 220
suitable age for adopting,
184
supplies for, 193
toothbrush for, 211
treats for, 213–14
vaccination schedule for,

208
water supply for, 214–15

Doily, for cake decorating, 
127
Donations
book, 97
clothing, 83
to thrift store, 102

Door, front, replacing, 248
Door hinges, squeaky, 16
Doorstops, as bookends, 90
Downspouts
cleaning, 229–30
saving water from, 233

Drawers
junk, 86
organizing, 85

Drill, battery operated, buying,
8
Drips, faucet, 10–14
Dry cleaner, storing clothing at,
82
Drying
fruits and vegetables
dehydrator for, 129–30,
131
general guidelines for,

132
indoors vs. outdoors,
129
in oven, 130–31

pretreatment for,
128–29

herbs, 133–34
Dry skin, 157–58

�E
Earaches, home remedy for,
158
Eczema, 158–59
Egg carton, for organizing
small parts, 95
Eggplants, history of, 129
Eggs
determining freshness of,
112
for preventing baldness,
145
separating, 124–25

Eggshells, as fertilizer, 
291–92
Egg whites, whipping, 125
Electricity loss. See Power 
outages
Emergencies, household
fire, 40
power outage, 37–40

Envelopes, for storing receipts,
91
Epsom salts, for treating
corns, 153
rheumatism, 165

Eraser
for cleaning shoes, 68
for removing
car window condensa-
tion, 326
upholstery stains, 53
wall scuffs, 55

Errands, planning, for saving
gas, 313
Eucalyptus oil
for coughs, 154
as flea repellent, 209–10

Evergreens, pruning, 303
Exercise
importance of, 138
for preventing constipation,
153

Eye care, 170–71

�F
Fabric softener sheets
as dusting cloths, 43
homemade, 68
uses for, 337–38

Facials, ingredients for,
171–72
Faucets
disassembling, 12–13
dripping
vs. leaking, 10, 14
temporary fix for, 12

O-ring replacement on, 10,
11, 14
repair kit for, 12
washer replacement on, 10,
13–14

Feet, cold, home remedy for,
173
Fertilizers
liquid, in garden tonic, 
283
for plants, 288–92

Fever, home remedy for, 
159
Filing system
for keeping desk clean, 
92
for warranty and equip-
ment information, 93

Filters
air-conditioner, replacing, 
2
aquarium, homemade, 
188

Fire safety, 40
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Firewood
tips on, 243, 246
types of, 244–45

First-aid kit, stocking, 141
Fish
acclimating, to aquarium,
188
cost of, 186
ich affecting, 222
selecting, 186
tank for (see Aquariums)
tropical, transporting, in
cold weather, 197

Fish emulsion, in garden 
tonic, 279
Flatulence, in dogs and cats,
218–19
Flea control, for dogs and cats,
209–10
Flea market shopping
bargaining during, 29
best time for, 30
dressing for, 30
using cash for, 29

Floors
attic, reinforcing, 98
cleaning, 42, 44–47
linoleum, cleaning, 45–46
stone
cleaning, 46
shining, 46

vinyl, cleaning, 47
wood
concealing scratches 
on, 17
shining, 47

Flour
equivalent measures of, 125
refrigerating, 111

Flowerpot
as pen and pencil holder,
90
terra-cotta, for sharpening
knife, 15

Flowers, edible, 120
Flowers, lavender, as moth 
repellent, 103
Food containers, deodorizing,
76–77
Foods. See also specific foods
dried, storing and using,
131, 133
drying, 128–31, 132
folklore about, 122–23
grilling and barbecuing,
116–19
healthful, 137–38
for ingredient substitu-
tions, 115
leftover, 114, 116
miscellaneous tips on,
119–22
preparing
chicken and meats,
106–9
fruits and vegetables,
109–11

refrigerated, power outage
and, 39–40
soft, slicing, 120
storing, 111–13

Food stains
on carpet, 50
on laundry, 69

Foot odor, home remedy for,
149
Fruits
canned, using leftover 
liquid from, 114
dried, storing and using,
131, 133
drying, 128–31, 132
peeling, 110
preparing, 110–11
for preventing constipation,
153

Fuller’s earth, for removing
grease and oil stains, 53

Fungus, artillery, from mulch,
228
Furniture
patio, care of, 238–39
rearranging, 19
rings on, mayonnaise for
removing, 53
wood, concealing scratches
on, 17, 34

Furniture polish
homemade, 351
Pledge, for cleaning car 
interior, 323

Furniture refinishing
safety measures for, 32
sandpaper for, 31
sealing wood for, 35–36
starting, 31
steps for
applying paint stripper,
32–33
sanding, 32, 33–35
staining, 32, 36

tack cloth for, 35

�G
Garage
danger of warming up car
in, 315
organizing, 101–4

Garage sales
choosing neighborhoods
for, 30
organizing for, 101–2

Garbage bag, as
air-conditioner cover, 3

Garbage cans, deodorizing, 
77
Gardening. See Plants; Soil
Garden tools
cleaning, 254
handles on, care of,
253–54
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rust-proofing, 252, 253,
254–55
sharpening, 251–52
storing, 253

Garlic
as flea repellent, 210
removing hand odor from,
76
for sore throat, 168

Gas can, for lawn mower, 
256
Gasoline, techniques for 
saving, 313–16
Gates, outdoor, care of, 248–49
Gin, as moss remover, 226
Ginger
in hot bath, 173
for nausea, 164

Glass cleaner, for removing
bugs from car, 322
Glue, uses for, 11
Glycerin, for removing grass
stains, 69
Grandma Putt’s Old-Fashioned
Lemonade, 342
Grass stains, removing, 69
Grease stains
on laundry, 70
on upholstery, 53

Grill, cleaning, 116, 118
Grilling. See also
Barbecue(ing)
vs. barbecuing, 116

Grout, bathroom, cleaning, 66
Gum, removing, from carpet,
50–51
Gum chewing, for smoking
cessation, 168
Gutters
birds nesting in, 232
cleaning, 229, 230
reducing frequency of,
233

leaks in, 230–32

preparing, for painting,
232–33
saving water from, 233

Gypsum
as fertilizer, 291
in garden tonic, 287

�H
Hair care, 173–74
Hair dryer, for thawing frozen
pipes, 9
Hair spray
for removing ink stains, 71
uses for, 338

Hammer(ing)
small nails or tacks, 16
uses for, 4

Hammock
getting into and out of, 241
setting up, 239–41
for storage, 104

Hand swinging, for headaches,
160
Hangers, as wall hooks, 101
Hanging pictures. See Picture
hanging
Hangovers, home remedy for,
160
Hard hat, wearing, in attic,
99–100
Hardware, organizers for, 95,
96
Headaches, 159–60
Headlights, cleaning, 306, 308
Hearing loss, in dogs, 219
Heat
protecting pets from, 219
from radiators, reducing
noise from, 4–7

Heating lamp, for thawing
frozen pipes, 9
Hemorrhoids, home remedy
for, 160–61

Herbs. See also specific herbs
drying, 133–34
testing sensitivity to, 139

Hiccups, 161
Hinges, door, squeaky, 16
Holes
planting (see Planting holes)
wall, Spackle for repairing,
7–8, 11

Home decorating. See Decorat-
ing, home
Home office
locations for, 90–91
organizing, 90, 91–94
portable, 92

Honey
for treating
colds, 152
skin, 172
stings, 147

uses for, 338–39
Hooks, picture, 25
Horseradish, for clearing 
sinuses, 151
Housepainting, 235–37
Housetraining
cats, 204–5
dogs, 198–99

Hubcap, as emergency shovel,
308
Hurricanes, naming, 37
Hydrogen peroxide
for boosting scrub powder,
65
for cleaning grout, 66
for deodorizing skunk
spray, 209
uses for, 339–40

� I
Ice, for treating
bee stings, 146
bruises, 150
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Ice cream cones, preventing
dripping of, 120
Ice cubes, for defatting chicken
stock, 107, 109
Ice cube trays
freezing leftovers in, 114,
116
for organizing office
supplies, 90

Ich, in fish, 222
Indigestion, 161–62
Ingredients, substitutions for,

115
Ink stains, 71
Inner tube, for rust-proofing
padlock, 254
Insect repellents
citronella oil as, 237
homemade, 148

Insects, removing, from car,
322
Insomnia, 166–67
Iodine
for furniture scratches, 34
uses for, 340

Iron, clothes
care of, 72–73
for thawing frozen pipes, 
9

Iron-rich foods, for sleepless-
ness, 167
Itching
home remedies for, 162
from poison ivy, 165

� J
Jars, baby food, for storing
hardware, 96
Jell-O®, for plant protection,
276
Joint dislocations, medical care
for, 156
Junk drawer, 86

�K
Keepsakes, photographs of, 99
Keys, car, finding, in dark, 
325
Kitchen
cleaning appliances in,
58–61
organizing, 84–85

Knives, sharpening, 14–16

�L
Ladder
for fire safety, 40
preventing scratching from,
228
safety with, 246–47

Lamp shades, changing, 19
Laryngitis, home remedy for,
163
Laundry, cleaning, 68–71
Lavender essential oil, in 
furniture polish, 351
Lavender flowers, as moth 
repellent, 103
Lawn food, liquid, in garden
tonic, 291
Lawn mowers
balancing blades on,
260–61
electric, 256
gas-powered, 256, 257
gas can for, 256

invention of, 260
push, 255–56
advantages of, 257
sharpening blades on,
261–62

safety with, 257–59
sharpening blades on,
259–60, 261–62

Leaks
faucet, 10–14

gutter, 230–32
Leftovers, using up, 114, 116
Lemonade, Grandma Putt’s
Old-Fashioned, recipe for,
342
Lemon juice
for cleaning
copper, 63
perspiration stains, 71
rust stains, 70
windows, 56

as painting preparation,
232–33
for removing hand odor, 
76
for shoe care, 68
for treating
bites and stings, 147
colds, 152
hiccups, 161

uses for, 340–42
Lemon oil
in furniture polish, 351
for shining stone floors, 
46

Lemon zest, removing, 
110–11
Light bulb, broken, removing,
16–17
Lighter fluid, for removing car
decals and stickers, 326
Lighting
attic, 98
outdoor, 241–43

Lime, as soil amendment, 266
Linoleum, cleaning, 45–46
Linseed oil, in furniture polish,
351
Litter, cat. See Cat litter
Litter box, for cats, 204–5
Lock, car, preventing icing of,
326
Lubricant, silicone-based, for
crayon removal, 55, 72
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Lug nuts, tightening, on tire,
311, 312
Luminaries, for outdoor 
lighting, 241–42

�M
Magazines, preventing clutter
from, 93–94
Manure, in garden tonic, 280
Marinades, meat, 106, 119
Mats, for keeping floors clean,
42
Mayonnaise, for removing 
furniture rings, 53
Meat
calculating serving sizes of,
107
grilling, retaining moisture
when, 119
marinating, 106, 119

Meat tenderizer
for removing food stains,
69
uses for, 342

Medicine cabinet, cleaning,
140
Microwaving
for drying herbs, 134
for softening brown sugar,
113

Mildew, on siding, 227–28
Mileage, tracking, for saving
gas, 314–15
Milk, uses for, 342–43
Milk-and-honey facial
cleanser, 172
Milk jugs, for watering plants,
294
Mineral deposits, in steam
iron, 73
Mint tea, for itching, 162
Molasses, in garden tonics,
291, 304

Mold, on siding, removing,
227–28
Mops, cleaning, 48–49
Moss
in Moss Mix, 249
in Moss Slurry, 249
removing, 225–26

Moss Mix, 249
Moss Slurry, 249
Moths
clothing damage from, 82
repelling, 81, 103

Motion sickness, 163–64
Motor oil, synthetic, uses for,
326, 343
Mouthwash, in garden tonic,
296
Mowers. See Lawn mowers
Muffin tins, for organizing
small parts, 95
Mug, as pen and pencil holder,
90
Mulch, 228, 295–98
Mulch Moisturizer Tonic, 296
Mullein, for bruises, 150

�N
Nail polish
for repairing car scratches,
325
uses for, 343–44

Nail polish remover
for removing car decals and
stickers, 326
uses for, 344

Nails, small, hammering, 16
Nausea, home remedy for, 
164
Newspaper, for cleaning 
windows, 57
Nutmeg, for diarrhea, 156
Nuts
baking with, 125

for removing cabbage odor,
121–22

�O
Oatmeal
for eczema, 158–59
in garden tonic, 287
for skin care, 172

Obedience training, for dogs,
200
Odors
body
in dogs, 218
home remedy for, 149

cabbage, 121–22
carpet, 77–78
closet, 76
food container, 76–77
garbage can, 77
hand, from garlic and
onions, 76
musty, 77–78
natural air fresheners for,
74–76, 320
pet urine, 78
refrigerator, 60

Office, home. See Home office
Office supplies, organizing, 90
Oils
cooking, uses for, 334–35
flavored, recipe for, 121
olive
for preventing baldness,
145
for shoe care, 68

perfumed, as air freshener,
75
synthetic motor
for preventing car lock
icing, 326
uses for, 343

vegetable, for shining
wood floors, 47
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Oil stains
on carpet, 50
on concrete, 226–27
on upholstery, 53

Olive oil
for preventing baldness,
145
for shoe care, 68

Onions
folklore about, 123
removing hand odor from,
76
uses for, 344–45

Organization
attic, 96–99
basement, 100–101
bathroom, 86–87
closet, 80–83
craft room, 95–96
home office, 90, 91–94
ideas for, from stores, 93
kitchen, 84–85
miscellaneous household,
85
playroom, 87–88
tips for, 89
workshop, 95–96

O-rings, faucet, replacing, 10,
11, 14
Oven
cleaning spills in, 59–60
dehydrating foods in,
130–31

Oven temperatures, old-time
phraseology on, 122

�P
Paddles, boat, storing, 101
Padlock, rust-proofing, 254
Pains, aches and, 139–40
Paint
choosing color of, 19–22,
236, 237

estimating amount of, 235,
237
leftover, storing, 21

Paintbrushes
for applying paint stripper,
32–33
uses for, 11

Painting, of house exterior,
235–37
Paint stripper, for furniture re-
finishing, 32–33
Paint thinner, reusing, 20
Pans. See also Pots and pans
cake, dusting with cocoa,
126

Papaya, for indigestion,
161–62
Paper goods, storage contain-
ers for, 102
Parsley
as breath freshener, 144
reviving, 113
tea, for fever, 159

Patio
cleaning, 224
privacy screen for, 234

Patio furniture, care of,
238–39
Peanut butter, uses for, 345
Pencil, uses for, 345
Pennyroyal tea, as insect 
repellent, 148
Pens and pencils, organizing,
85, 90
Peppermint oil, for clearing 
sinuses, 151
Peppermint tea
as breath freshener, 144
for motion sickness, 163
for preventing baldness,
145

Peppers, chili, unusual names
for, 123
Perches, bird, 195

Perennial Perk-Me-Up Tonic,
283
Perennials
advantages of, 280–81
dividing, 281–82
grafted, 283–84
late planting of, 282
mail-order, 283
planting companions for,
285
planting schedule for, 281
potted, planting, 282–83
from seedlings, choosing,
278–79
spacing of, 284

Perspiration stains, 71
Petroleum jelly
for shoe care, 68
for squeaky door hinges,
16
uses for, 345–47

Pets
allergies to, 177
assessing readiness for,
176–77, 179
birds (see Birds, pet)
cats (see Cats)
choosing veterinarian for,
189–90
considerations for choosing,
180–82, 183–84
cost of owning, 178
dogs (see Dogs)
fish (see Fish)
preparing home for,
190–92
sources of, 182–83
statistics on ownership of,
182

Pet stains, removing, from 
carpet, 51–52
Photographs, of keepsakes, 99
Picture hanging
adjusting height for, 28
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hardware for
adjusting, 24
hooks, 25
screw-eyes, 23–24
selecting, 23

height for, 22
items suitable for, 27
picture weight and, 24, 25
straight, 25–26, 28

Pillows, decorating with,
18–19
Pine needles, as air freshener,
75–76
Pipes, frozen, thawing, 9
Planting hole, for trees, 287,
288
Planting holes
digging, 265
for potted plants, 282, 283
preparing soil for, 269, 
287

Plants. See also Roses; Shrubs;
Trees
balled-and-burlapped,
286–87
bare-root, 285–86
bedding, 277–80
compost amount for, 270
cultivar vs. variety of, 284
fertilizing, 288–92
heavy, lifting, 287–88
hybrid, 273
mulching, 295–98
perennials (see Perennials)
preparing site for, 273
pruning, 300–304
started from seed, 272–75
supports for, 298–99
watering, 292–95

Playroom, organizing, 87–88
Pledge furniture polish, for
cleaning car interior, 323
Pliers, uses for, 4
Poison ivy, 164–65

Poisons, affecting dogs and
cats, 191, 220
Polish
car, 323–24
furniture, 323, 351

Polyurethane, for furniture 
refinishing, 36
Poop, pet, removing, from 
carpet, 51
Potassium, for sleeplessness,
167
Potatoes
for absorbing salt, 130
preventing sprouting of,
112
for removing broken bulb,
16–17
for tree planting, 288
uses for, 347

Potpourri, as air freshener,
75–76
Pots and pans
care of, 61–63
cast-iron
avoiding, when cooking
cauliflower, 110
preventing sticking in,
119–20
seasoning, 61–63

nonstick, 119–20
oiling sides of, to prevent
water boiling over, 120
storing, 84–85

Poultices, for removing 
upholstery stains, 53
Power outages
disaster kit for, 38
disconnecting appliances
during, 39
refrigerated food and,
39–40

Pre-wash stain treatment, for
removing bugs from car, 
322

Pruning guidelines, 300–304
Putty knives, uses for, 11

�R
Radiators
hot-water vs. steam, 5
reducing noise from, 4–7

Raincoat, dog, 215–16
Rainwater, collecting, 294
Raisins, baking with, 125
Rashes, home remedy for,
162–63
Receipts, organizing, 91
Recipes
Beef Jerky, 108
for dog treats, 214
Flavored Oil, 121
for flavored vinegars, 134
Grandma Putt’s Old-Fash-
ioned Lemonade, 342
Homemade Dog Biscuits,
213

Refinishing furniture
safety measures for, 32
sandpaper for, 31
sealing wood for, 35–36
starting, 31
steps for
applying paint stripper,
32–33
sanding, 32, 33–35
staining, 32, 36

tack cloth for, 35
Refrigerator, cleaning, 60
Repairs
air-conditioner, 2–4
faucet, 10–14
knife sharpening, 14–16
miscellaneous, 16–17
radiator, 4–7
thawing frozen pipes, 9
tools and supplies for, 4, 8,
11
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Repairs (continued)
wall, 7–8

Rescue groups, pets from, 183
Rheumatism, home remedy
for, 165
RICE, for aches and pains, 140
Rice, for salt shakers, 113
Ring-around-the collar, remov-
ing, 70–71
Roofing cement, for gutter
leaks, 231–32
Rosemary, for dandruff, 154
Roses
grafted, 283–84
pruning, 301
soil treatment for, 301

Rugs, cleaning, 50–52
Rust
on car chrome, 323
on garden tools, 252, 253,
254–55
on laundry, 70
on padlock, preventing,
254
on patio furniture, 238

�S
Safety
car, 306–9
fire, 40
ladder, 246–47
lawn mower, 257–59

Sage
for dandruff, 154
for preventing baldness,
145

Salad dressing, as marinade,
119
Salt
for cleaning
oven, 59–60
starch buildup on iron,
73

gargling with, for coughs,
154
potato for absorbing, 130
preventing clumping of,
113
for rheumatism bath for-
mula, 165
uses for, 348–50

Sand
for non-slip deck surface,
235
for preventing driveway oil
stains, 226

Sanding, in furniture refinish-
ing, 32, 33–35
Sanding block
making, 33–34
uses for, 11

Sandpaper
selecting, 31
uses for, 11

Sandwich, origin of, 123
Sawdust, for preventing drive-
way oil stains, 226
Scars, 166
Scissors, uses for, 11
Scratches
car, 325
wood
crayon for concealing,
17
iodine for concealing,
34

Scratching post, for cats, 206
homemade, 211–12

Screwdrivers, types of, 8
Screw-eyes, for picture hang-
ing, 23–24
Screws, lubricating, 11, 16
Scrubbing powders, boosting,
65
Scuffs, wall, removing, 55
Sealer, for refinishing furni-
ture, 35–36

Sealing wax, for lubricating car
antenna, 326
Seaweed, for preventing bald-
ness, 145
Seed and Soil Energizer, 274
Seedlings, care of, 277–80
Seedling Starter Tonic, 279
Seedling Strengthener, 280
Seeds
disease protection for, 276
hybrid, 273
indoor-sown, 275–77
large
advantages of, 273
planting, 274

leftover, storing, 276
slow-starting, 274
small, indoor starting of,
274
sowing guidelines for,
274–75
vs. transplants, advantages
of, 272–73
vegetable
planting location for,
273, 274
for windowsill garden,
277

Seed Starter Tonic, 277
Seed-starting containers, 276
Seed-starting mix, 275
Seltzer. See Club soda
Shampoo
baby, in garden tonic, 296
natural, 173–74
for ring-around-the-collar,
70–71

Sharpening stone, for knives,
14–16
Shaving cream, for cleaning
food spills, 50
Shedding, pet, 210–11
Shelves
garage, 103–4
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height for, 95
above toilet, 87

Shoe boxes, for storage, 87
Shoes
care of, 68
preventing blisters from,
148–49

Shortening, vegetable, for dry
skin, 157–58
Shower, after-shower spray
for, 65–66
Shrub Restorer, Super, 304
Shrubs
balled-and-burlapped,
planting, 286–87
planting companions for,
285
potted, planting, 282–83
protecting, from deer, 302
pruning, 300–304
spacing of, 284
watering, 293, 294

Shuttle service, for saving gas,
313
Side dishes, calculating serving
sizes of, 107
Sidewalks, cleaning, 224
Siding
cleaning, 228
removing mold and mildew
from, 227–28

Silicone sealant, for gutter
leaks, 231
Silverfish, protecting stored
items from, 103
Silverware, polishing, 63–64
Sink
bathroom, storage under,
87
kitchen
preventing clogs in,
60–61
unclogging, 61

Sinuses, clearing, 151

Skin care, 171–72
Skis, storing, 101
Skunk spray, deodorizing, 
209
Sleeplessness, 166–67
Slipcovers, decorating with, 18
Smoke detectors, 40
Smoking cessation, 168
Sock drawer, organizing, 85
Soda stains, 71
Sofa
cleaning upholstery on,
52–53
pillows for, 18–19
protecting, from hair 
products, 52
slipcovers for, 18

Soil
amendments for, 265
compost, 266–71
lime, 266
proportion of, 269
sulfur, 266

digging holes in, 265
pH of, 266, 267
subsoil, loosening, 265
tea bags improving, 301
testing wetness of, 294
types of
characteristics of, 265
test for determining,
264
watering guidelines for,

295
well-prepared
as garden foundation,
263, 264
rewards from, 264

Soot stains, removing, from
rug, 51
Sore throat, 168
Soup, origin of, 122
Spackle, for wall repairs, 7–8,
11

Spearmint tea, for preventing
baldness, 145
Spices. See also specific spices
discarding, 84
uses for, 350

Spring cleaning, 43
Squeegee, for cleaning 
windows, 55–56
Stain, for furniture refinishing,
32, 36
Stainless steel
cleaning, 60
for removing hand odor, 
76

Stains
blood, 71
carpet and rug, 50–52
chocolate, 71
collar, 70–71
food, 50, 69–70
grass, 69
grease, 53, 70
ink, 71
non-oily, 71
oil
on carpet, 50
on concrete, 226–27
on upholstery, 53

perspiration, 71
rust, on laundry, 70
soda, 71
upholstery, 52–53

Stain treatment, pre-wash, for
removing bugs from car, 322
Stairs, storage under, 100
Stakes, plant, 298–99
Staple gun, uses for, 11
Starch
buildup, on iron, 73
cornstarch as alternative
to, 72

Stickers, removing, from car,
325, 326
Stings, bites and, 146–47
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Stock
chicken, defatting, 107,
109
freezing, in ice cube tray,
114

Stone floors
cleaning, 46
shining, 46

Storage
attic, 97–99
basement, 100–101
bathroom, 86–87
for canceled checks, 94
clothing, 82–83
food, 111–13
garage, 101–4
hammock for, 104
hardware, 95, 96
home office, 91
kitchen, 84–85
racks, for cupboard doors,
85
shoe boxes for, 87
toy, 88
twine, 95

Studs, wall, storage between,
100
Substitutions, ingredient, 115
Sugar
equivalent measures of,

125
in Moss Slurry, 249

Sulfur, as soil amendment, 
266
Sunburn, 172
Super Shrub Restorer, 304
Supplies. See Tools and sup-
plies
Surgery, ancient, 152

�T
Tack cloth, how to make, 35
Tag sales, bargaining at, 29

Talcum powder
for removing grease and oil
stains, 53
for ring-around-the-collar,
71
uses for, 351–52

Tape measure, retractable 
metal, 8
Tea
black, for foot odor, 149
chamomile
for corns, 153
in garden tonic, 278
as hair rinse, 174

chaparral, for dandruff,
154
discovery of, 352
herbal, for smoking 
cessation, 168
instant, in garden tonic,
280
mint, for itching, 162
parsley, for fever, 159
pennyroyal, as insect 
repellent, 148
peppermint
as breath freshener,
144
for motion sickness,
163
for preventing baldness,
145

spearmint, for preventing
baldness, 145
uses for, 352–54
yarrow
for dandruff, 154
for preventing baldness,
145

Tea bags, for soil treatment,
301
Temperatures, oven, old-time
phraseology on, 122
Thrift store, donations to, 102

Thyme, for astringent, 142
Ticks, removing, 147
Tires, car
checking inflation of, 312
cleaning, 321
flat, 309–12
rotating, 312–13
tightening lug nuts on,
311, 312

Toilet
cleaning, 66–67
shelving above, 87

Tomatoes
history of, 129
mulch for, 297

Tonics
All-Purpose Clean-Up 
Solution, 227
All-Season Green-Up Tonic,
291
Compost Feeder Tonic, 268,
269
Compost Tea, 285, 292
Damping-Off Prevention
Tonic, 278
Doggie Deodorizer, 209
Homemade Furniture 
Polish, 351
Moss Mix, 249
Moss Slurry, 249
Mulch Moisturizer Tonic,
296
Perennial Perk-Me-Up 
Tonic, 283
Seed and Soil Energizer,
274
Seedling Starter Tonic, 279
Seedling Strengthener, 280
Seed Starter Tonic, 277
Super Shrub Restorer, 304
Tree-Mendous Planting
Mix, 287

Tools and supplies
for car washing, 318
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garden
caring for handle on,
253–54
cleaning, 254
for pruning, 302–3
rust-proofing, 252,
253, 254–55
sharpening, 251–52
storing, 253

recommended
adjustable wrench, 11
Allen wrenches, 11
awl, 4
candle stub or sealing
wax, 11
claw hammer, 4
drill, 8
glue, 11
paintbrushes, 11
pliers, 4
putty knives, 11
sandpaper and sanding
block, 11
scissors, 11
screwdrivers, 8
Spackle, 11
staple gun, 11
tape measure, 8

Toothaches, 169
Toothbrush
for cleaning grout, 66
pet, 211
for removing paint stripper,
33

Toothpaste
for removing wall scuffs,
55
uses for, 354

Torch, butane welder’s, for
thawing frozen pipes, 9
Towel racks, collapsible, 87
Toys
cat, 211–12
organizing, 87–88

Tree-Mendous Planting Mix,
287
Trees
grafted, 283–84
pest control for, 288
planting, 282–83, 286–87,
288
spacing of, 284
watering, 293, 294

Trisodium phosphate (TSP),
for cleaning
brick, 225
driveway oil stains, 226

Tub, removing ring from, 65
Tuna can, uses for, 126
Twine, storing, 95

�U
Umbrella, patio
care of, 239
lights for, 243

Underwear drawer, organizing,
85
Upholstery, cleaning, 52–53
Urine
as indicator of fluid intake,
137
pet
removing carpet stains
from, 51–52
removing odor of, 78

�V
Vaccination schedules, for
dogs and cats, 208
Vacuum cleaner
cleaning, 49
invention of, 51

Vanilla extract, as air freshener,
75, 320
Vase, as pen and pencil holder,
90

Vegetable oil, for shining wood
floors, 47
Vegetable peeler, for removing
lemon zest, 110–11
Vegetables
dried, storing and using,
131, 133
drying, 128–31, 132
frozen, for icing sore 
muscles, 140
peeling, 110
preparing, 109–10
for preventing constipation,
153
seeds for growing, 273,
274, 277

Vegetable seedlings
choosing, 278
strengthening solution for,
280
for windowsill garden, 277

Vegetable shortening, for dry
skin, 157–58
Veterinarians
choosing, 189–90
as resource for finding
pets, 183

Veterinary care, alternatives to,
207–8
Vinegar
for cleaning
aluminum pots, 63
car interior, 323
kitchen appliances, 59
linoleum, 46
non-oily clothing
stains, 71
perspiration stains, 71
refrigerator, 60
soda stains, 71
stainless steel, 60
windows, 56

for deodorizing car, 320
discovery of, 355
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Vinegar (continued)
flavored, homemade, 134
in garden tonic, 277
as laundry freshener, 69
malt, in furniture polish,
351
as moss remover, 226
as painting preparation,
232–33
for preventing athlete’s
foot, 143
for removing bumper 
stickers, 325
as shampoo substitute,
173–74
for shining wood floors, 47
for treating
bites and stings, 146
dandruff, 154
sunburn, 172

for unclogging sink, 61
uses for, 354–56

Vinyl floors, cleaning, 47
Vitamin E
for crow’s feet, 171
for scars, 166

�W
Walls
cleaning, 54–55
removing scuffs from, 55
repairing, with Spackle,
7–8, 11

Walnuts, for reducing cabbage
odor, 121–22
Warranties, filing, 93
Warts, home remedy for,
169–70
Washers, faucet
hot water, 13
how to replace, 13–14
when to replace, 10

Water
for dogs, 214–15
saving, from gutters and
downspouts, 233

Water drinking
for dry skin, 158
importance of, 136–37
for preventing constipation,
152

Watering guidelines
for newly planted seeds,
275
for plants, 292–95

Water pistol, as water source
for dog, 214–15
Water rings, removing, from
tub, 65
Wax
car, 323–24
sealing, for lubricating
screws, 11

Weather
cold
avoiding alcohol after
exposure to, 156
transporting tropical
fish in, 197

hot, protecting dogs and
cats in, 219

Weed barrier fabrics, 297
Weeds, killing, 249–50, 273
Whiskey, in garden tonics,
274, 279
Windows
car
removing condensation
from, 326
washing, 317

house, cleaning, 55–58
Windowsills, cleaning, 57–58
Windshield, cleaning, 317
Windshield washer fluid, for
cleaning windows, 57

Wintergreen oil, for warts,
169–70
Wire, picture
adjusting, for changing 
picture height, 28
attaching, to screw-eyes,
24
testing, 24

Witch hazel
for black eye, 171
early uses for, 150

Wood
firewood, 243, 244–45,
246
soaking, before barbecue
use, 118
suitable for barbecues,
117–18
unsuitable for barbecues,
117

Wood floors
concealing scratches on, 17
shining, 47

Workshop, organizing, 95–96
Wounds, cat and dog, 216–18
Wrenches, uses for, 11
Wrinkles, eye, 171

�Y
Yard sales
choosing neighborhoods
for, 30
organizing for, 103

Yarrow tea
for dandruff, 154
for preventing baldness,
145

Yeast, water temperature for,
124
Yogurt
for skin care, 172
for sunburn, 172
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