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A
Acid indigestion, 324
Adhesive tape, 163–164,
188

Aeration, 83, 84
African violets, 264–265
Alcohol (denatured), 167
Alcohol (distilled),
106–109

Alcohol (rubbing), 163,
165–171

Alfalfa meal, 178, 276
Algae, 204, 205
All-Purpose Yard Fertil-
izer, 82

All-Season Green-Up
Tonic, 198, 317

Aluminum foil, 2–12, 23
Aluminum foil boxes, 
10, 30

Aluminum siding, 224
Amaryllis, 26–27
Ammonia, 193–199

for cleaning, 169, 199
for disease control,
222, 229, 230

for fertilizing
all-purpose, 82,
198, 317

container plants,
87

flowers, 316
garden beds, 95,
215, 240

groundcovers,
191

herbs, 80–81,
103, 182, 209

houseplants, 109,
189, 190

lawns, 82, 83, 96,
228, 316–317

perennials, 327
seeds, 102, 107
shrubs, 319
vines, 80

for herbs, 321
for lawns, 214, 227,
242

for pest control, 125,
148, 208, 279, 352

for vegetables, 
92–93

Annuals
cleaning, 92
disease control for,
241

fertilizing, 82–83,
318

pests control for, 154
Antacids, 124, 170, 172
Ant Ambrosia, 58
Ant control. See also Fire
ants
athlete’s foot powder,
164

baby powder, 236
borax, 208, 246

eggshells, 148
flour, 65
herbs and spices,
117, 297

honey, 322
paper plates,
346–347

petroleum jelly, 187
produce, 282, 293
salt, 129
soap, 261
tape, 163
tea, 104

Antibacterials, 81
Aphid control

bags and wraps, 8–9,
37

dairy products, 144,
151, 154

hair spray, 255–256
herbs, 119
honey, 322
horseradish, 115
oils, 74, 121
produce, 278–279,
285, 300, 301

sugar, 336, 338–339
Aphid-Free Tree Tonic,
153

Apple juice, 82, 92, 193
Apples, 13, 270–273
Arm & Hammer®, 49
Asparagus beetles, 240
Aspirin, 171–173
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Asters, 50, 152
Athlete’s foot powder,
164

Athlete’s foot remedies,
130, 306

Avocado oil, 124
Avocado pits, 355
Avocados, 274–275
Azaleas, 85, 134, 179

B
Baby oil, 233–235, 351
Baby powder, 236–237
Baby shampoo, 238–242

for bulbs, 181
for cleaning, 171
for disease control,
222, 229

for fertilizing
container plants,
87

flowers, 83, 180,
189, 316, 318

houseplants, 189
lawns, 83, 193,
227, 228,
316–317

seeds, 101, 134,
177

trees or shrubs,
106, 181

vegetables, 108
vines, ground-
covers, 80, 320

for lawns, 184, 194
for pest control, 126,
127, 153, 300

for roses, 189
for vegetables,
92–93, 193

Baby wipe containers,
244

Baby wipes, 242–244,
351

Bacterial soft rot, 202
Bacterial wilt, 291
Baking powder, 58, 108,
189, 191, 339

Baking soda, 47–53
for birdbaths, 9
for disease control,
106, 161, 299, 329

for fire safety, 17
Baking tips, 44
Bananas, 178, 275–279,
341

Bark beetles, 136
Basic Oil Mixture, 75
Basil, 118
Basil Potpourri, Dazzling,
21

Bathrooms, cleaning,
170

Baths, 93, 234, 323
Bathtub toys, 56, 304
Batteries (alkaline), 4
Batteries (car), 99
Bay, 118, 136
Beach toys, 304
Beans, dried, 302–303
Bee balm, 50
Beef broth, 148
Beer, 80–85

in compost activator,
95

for fertilizing
all-purpose, 82,
198, 317

flowers, 318, 327
garden beds, 95
herbs, 209
houseplants, 71
lawns, 96,
238–239

shrubs, 319
vegetables, 215,
309, 335

for herbs, 321

for lawns, 194, 214,
227, 242

for pest control, 
325

Beetles, 78, 123, 166,
196, 215, 300. See also
specific types

Beneficial insects, 16,
185–186, 336, 347

Berry baskets, 284
Berry bushes, 7–8, 195
Berry stains, 157, 290
Betadine® ointment, 
343

Beverages, bugs in, 11.
See also specific 
beverages

Bicycles, 52, 57, 257
Birdbaths, 9, 204
Birdcages, 44
Bird deterrents

ammonia, 195
bags and wraps, 7–8,
30–31, 40, 346

baking products, 54,
60, 72–73

Kool-Aid®, 97
petroleum jelly, 188
tape reels, 188

Bird feeders
cleaning, 249–250
instant, 249, 288,
304, 347

pest control for, 6,
111, 117, 187, 272,
308

Bird food
baking products, 58,
60, 61, 68–69

fruit, 94, 278, 287
peanut butter, 329,
330

sugar, 340
Birdhouses, 186
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Bird poop, 141, 188
Black spot, 47–48, 152,
166, 301, 305

Bleach, 199–203
for Christmas trees,
190, 319

for cleaning,
138–139, 212, 216

for evergreens, 320
for first-aid, 197

Bleach bottles, 223
Blister beetles, 115
Blisters, 64, 235
Blood pressure, 277
Bloodstains, 64, 100
Blossom-end rot, 145
Blueberries, 85, 287
Bluebirds, 61
Bluing, 197, 204–205
Bon Ami®, 211
Bonemeal, 179, 180
Book covers, 33
Borax, 206–208, 246
Boron deficiency, 207
Bottles. See Glass bottles;
Plastic bottles

Bourbon, 109, 182
Braces pain, 131
Brass cleaners, 67
Brick, cleaning, 141
Broccoli, 281–282
Brown patch, 106
Brown rot, 294
Bruises, 186–187, 298,
306

Brussels sprouts,
281–282

Bug-Off Bulb Bath, 239
Building blocks, 244
Bulb mites, 239
Bulbs

cleaning, 181, 240
disease control for,
236, 239

fertilizing, 179
forcing, 5
locating, 352–353
pest control for, 111,
164, 211, 236, 239

planting, 213, 224,
284

storing, 147, 164,
181, 237, 240, 259

Bun warmer, 12
Burns, 124, 156, 268,
306, 313

Butterfly feeders, 210,
290, 340–341

Buttermilk, 143–144

C
Cabbage leaves, 273,
279–282

Cabbage pest control
cayenne pepper, 111
coffee, 86
dairy products, 143,
154

flour, 65–66
garlic, 121, 301
salt, 129
tea, 104

Camellias, 85
Campfire cooking, 261
Candles, storing, 44
Canker sores, 51
Capsaicin, 309
Car care

antennas, 45
cleaning, 52, 99, 198,
199, 304

defrosting, 171
deodorizing, 263
fog-proofing, 263
glass scratches, 267
leather upholstery,
234

trash cans, 244

weather protection,
24, 140, 171

Cardboard tubes, 30, 42,
188

Card games, 10
Carnivorous plants, 16
Carrots, 273, 292
Castor oil, 174–175, 186
Cat care, 4, 48
Cat deterrents

bags and wraps, 6,
29

chili oil, 121–122
cinnamon, 120
citrus scent, 122,
123, 245, 282, 283

dryer sheets, 218
pine-based cleaner,
209

vinegar, 137
Caterpillar control

alcohol, 166
ammonia, 196
citrus fruit, 285
garlic, 300
hairbrushes, 253
horseradish, 115
milk, 154
Murphy® Oil Soap,
208

vegetable oil, 78
Cayenne pepper,
111–113
for first aid, 186–187
for pest control, 115,
120, 125, 127, 148,
186, 211, 295, 300,
308

for pruning wounds,
229

Celery, 48
Centerpieces, 320
Chamomile, 101, 102,
104, 227, 231
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Chandeliers, 205
Chewing gum, 302
Chili oil, 121–122
Chili powder, 117, 120,
126

Chili ristras, 249
Chimney soot, 143
China, storing, 89, 348
Chinch bugs, 210, 216
Chipmunks, 56, 164
Chives, 116
Chive Tea, 294
Christmas cactus, 174
Christmas lights, 213
Christmas ornaments,
188

Christmas trees, 190,
256–257, 329

Christmas-Tree Survival
Tonic, 319

Christmas wreaths,
256–257, 282, 320

Chrome
polishing, 67, 169,
250

rusted, 9, 96
Cinnamon, 119, 120
Citrus fruit, 274,
282–291. See also
Fruit juices; specific
types

Clay pots, 84, 216, 317
Cleansers, 208–211
Clematis, 80, 252, 276
Click beetles, 322–323
Closet rods, 44
Clothespin Cleaner, 212
Clothespins, 212–213
Cloves, 117, 120
Clubroot, 281
Club soda, 96
Clutter control. See
Organizing aids

Cockroaches, 63, 339

Coconut oil, 124
Coffee, 83, 85–87
Coffee cans, 90
Coffee filters, 88–91
Coffee grounds, 86, 178
Coffee makers, 251
Coffee stains, 150
Cola. See Soda pop
Cold frames, 34, 62, 91,
235, 267

Colds and flu, 105, 266,
271

Cold sores, 105
Cold treatments, 13
Colorado potato beetles,
37–38, 57, 115

Color coding
for garden tonics, 
70

pest control and, 
17, 185

Compost
activators for, 81, 95,
325

for groundcovers,
270

indoor, 38
material for, 22, 28,
73, 86, 145, 288

Compost Tea, 258
Concrete

cleaning, 52, 95, 133,
157, 198

painting, 140
pouring, 78

Condensed milk, 318
Condiments, 114–116
Congestion, 130, 306
Container Garden
Booster Mix, 178

Container plants
fertilizing, 87, 278,
286, 318, 320–321

heavy, 19, 56, 219

pest control for, 6,
37, 56, 121–122,
123, 255–256, 286

planting, 88, 218,
350–352

pots for, 34–36, 84,
200, 216, 317–318

winterizing, 34–35
worms in, 310

Cooking oil spray, 54–57
Cookware, 44, 89, 170,
273

Copper cleaners, 67,
114, 128

Corn, de-silking,
265–266

Corncobs, 280
Cornmeal, 57–61, 94,
124, 206–207, 278

Corn pests, 233, 
258–259

Corns and calluses, 124,
173, 291

Cornstarch, 62–64
Corn syrup, 316–322

for Christmas trees,
190

for fertilizing, 81, 83,
193, 198, 209

Costumes, 39
Cotton balls, 245–247
Coughs, 307, 324
Craft supplies, 43
Crayon marks, 115
Cream of tartar, 117
Creeping Charley, 206
Creeping Jenny, 206
Croquet wickets, 354
Cucumber beetles, 122,
291

Cucumber mosaic virus,
291

Cucumbers, 122, 145,
284, 291–294, 336
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Cut flowers
arranging, 32, 248,
284, 304, 312, 353

keeping fresh, 15,
101, 109, 171, 231,
247, 256, 321, 342,
349

preserving, 20, 43,
45, 61, 206–207,
221

reviving, 139, 201
rosebuds, 339–340
tinting, 70–71, 204

Cuts and scrapes, 232,
242, 324, 343

Cutworm control
bags and wraps, 8,
42, 45

beverages, 86
dairy products, 154,
160

dishwashing liquid,
215

paper products, 345,
352, 354–355

petroleum jelly, 186
produce, 280

D
Daffodils, 247
Dairy product contain-
ers, 155, 160

Dairy products. See 
specific products

Damping-off, 101, 119,
182, 193, 299

Dead Bug Brew, 112
Deadheading, 252
Decks, cleaning, 169, 202
Deer, feeding, 272
Deer deterrents

baby powder, 237
cayenne pepper, 113,
127

dryer sheets, 218
eggs, 148
electric fence, 331
garlic, 301
grocery bags, 24–25
personal care prod-
ucts, 164, 245, 260

protecting, 18, 346
Dehydration, 128, 343
Deicers, 53, 214, 255
Dental floss, 247–249
Denture-cleaning
tablets, 249–251

Denture pain, 131
Deodorizers

bleach, 203
coffee, 87
commercial, 220
dry mustard, 120
peanut butter, 330
produce, 273
soap, 263
vanilla extract, 125
vinegar, 138

Detergent bottles, 223
Diamonds, cleaning, 251
Diatomaceous earth,
211, 335

Dill, 118
Disease control. See also

specific diseases; specific
plants
aspirin, 172–173
baby shampoo, 239
bleach, 199–200
gelatin, 71
milk, 150–151
mouthwash, 229, 230

Dishwasher baskets, 
284

Dishwashing liquid,
214–218
cautions, 81, 214
for cleaning, 169, 199

in compost activator,
95

for deodorizing, 203
for disease control,
101, 104, 193, 229,
230

for fertilizing
all-purpose, 82,
198, 317

flowers, 103, 109,
181, 316

fruit, 83
garden beds, 95
groundcovers,
191

lawns, 82, 96,
317

seeds, 102, 107
shrubs, 107, 319
vegetables, 81,
309, 335

for houseplants, 103
for lawns, 84, 227
for pest control, 121,
123, 138, 175, 300

for weed control, 109
Dizziness, 307
Dog care, 30, 231, 255,
273, 289

Dog deterrents
aluminum foil, 6
chili oil, 121–122
cinnamon, 120
citrus scent, 122,
123, 283

pine-based cleaner,
209

potatoes, 310
Dollhouse furniture, 
188

Door hinges, 54, 77, 254
Dormant oil, 106
Down-Home Deck and
Porch Cleaner, 202
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Downy mildew, 183, 241,
299

Drains, clogged, 170, 251
Driveways, cleaning, 52,
58

Dryer sheets, 218–219
Drying methods

flowers, 20, 221
herbs, 26
vegetables, 248

Dust masks, 91

E
Earache, 306
Earthworm castings,
176, 270

Earwigs, 74, 116,
325–326

Easter baskets, 284
Easter eggs, 108, 304
Eczema, 156, 293, 313
Egg cartons, 147
Eggs, 113, 145–150, 326
Eggshells, 145–150, 178
Epsom salts, 176–180

for fertilizing
ferns, 152
flowers, 80, 103,
189, 276

groundcovers,
191

houseplants, 189
lawns, 222
seeds, 101, 238
trees, 334
vegetables, 108

for first aid, 172
for lawns, 227

Evergreens, for crafts,
320

Extracts and oils,
121–125

Extra-Strength Weed
Killer, 134

Eyeglasses, 4
Eyes, puffy, 105, 156, 313

F
Fabric softener, 220–221
Fabric softener bottles,
223

Fabulous Foliage For-
mula, 327

Fairy ring, 221–222
Faucets, noisy, 254
Feet

achy or tired, 51,
131, 293–294

callused, 173
cold, 113
dry or cracked, 277
nail care, 328

Fences, pest-control, 7,
72, 331

Ferns, 152, 174
Fertilizer, commercial

for container plants,
318

for flowers, 83, 103,
181, 316

for herbs, 176
for lawns, 193
in mixes, 82, 198,
317, 335

for trees, 334
Fertilizer agents. See

also specific plants
ammonia, 82, 198,
317

beer, 82, 198, 317
coffee, 86
dishwashing liquid,
82, 198, 317

fruit juices, 92
molasses, 325
mouthwash, 227
produce, 274, 276
soda pop, 100

Fingernails, 328
Fingers, protecting, 164,
213

Fire ants, 38–39, 197,
283

Fire blight, 138
Fire extinguishers, 17, 52
Fire starters, 31, 90, 147
First-aid kits, 20–21, 244
First-aid packaging, 188
First-aid supplies. See

specific types
Fish emulsion

for fertilizing
container plants,
87

flowers, 108, 327
houseplants, 71
lawns, 193,
316–317

trees or shrubs,
106

vegetables,
107–108, 309

vines, 80
for phosphorus defi-
ciency, 180

for trees or shrubs,
181

Fishing line, 57
Fishing lures, 4
Fish nets, 260
Flash cards, 348
Flea beetles, 84–85, 151
Fleas, 295–296, 303
Flies, 146, 322, 326, 338
Floor care, 170
Flour, 64–67, 143, 144,
161

Flowers. See Annuals;
Cut flowers; Perenni-
als; specific types

Flower Saver Solution,
201
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Flowery Farewell For-
mula, 301

Flypaper, 322
Food coloring, 70–71
Food-storage bags,
12–17

Food-storage containers,
18–21, 23, 30

Freezing methods, 7
Frostbite, 298
Fruit, 25, 274. See also

specific types
Fruit flies, 138, 270–271
Fruit juices, 82, 92–94,
193

Fruit trees
forcing bloom,
15–16, 304

pest control for, 7–8,
143, 195, 211

Fungal disease control
aspirin, 173
baking products, 48,
59

garlic, 299
milk, 161
molasses, 328–329
spices, 119
tea, 104
vinegar, 135

Funnels, 11
Furniture. See Dollhouse
furniture; Outdoor fur-
niture; Wood furniture

Furniture polish, 245
Fusarium wilt, 291

G
Garbage cans, 125, 195,
244, 259, 352

Garden beds 
fertilizing, 95, 215,
240

outlining, 64

Garden-Fresh Stain, 295
Gardenias, 39, 114
Garden sheds, 16, 21,
125, 284

Garlic, 299–303
medicinal uses, 118
for pest control, 111,
113, 117, 119, 121,
148, 310

storing, 259
Garlic-and-onion juice,
153

Garlic odor, 330
Garlic oil, 121
Gas gloves, 27
Gas spills, 263, 342
Gauze, 165
Gelatin, 71–72, 87, 189,
191, 318

Geraniums, 80, 139, 180,
301, 311

Gill-over-the-ground, 206
Gin, 96, 109, 216
Ginger, 118, 121, 298
Glass, scratched, 267
Glass bottles, 133
Glass cleaners, 62, 91,
169, 220, 250

Gnats, 233
Gopher-Go Tonic, 175
Gophers, 196, 218
Grapefruit, 274, 282–291,
329

Grapes, growing, 259
Grass clippings, 96, 240
Grasshoppers, 39, 326
Grass plugs, 177–178
Grass stains, 267, 329,
342–343

Grease stains, 61, 63, 97,
237

Grills
cleaning, 10, 40, 52,
54, 97

covers for, 41
drip pans for, 11
fire starters for, 90,
147

Grocery bags, 22–31
Grooming aids, 252–253
Ground cloths, 41
Groundcover Picnic
Tonic, 191

Groundcovers, 270, 320
Groundhogs, 56, 121,
196

Ground ivy, 206
Gypsum, 176, 214, 335,
342

H
Hair, dyeing, 4
Hairbrushes, 253
Hair clips, 252
Hair conditioner,
254–255

Hair scrunchies,
252–253

Hair spray, 255–257
Hair spray bottles, 256
Hands

callused, 124, 291
cleaning, 58, 60, 77,
132, 157, 222, 234,
243, 304, 342

nail care, 328
protecting, 64, 164,
213, 235

rough, dry, 156
Hanging plants, 12–13
Hangnails, 32
Hangovers, 324
Hard-water stains, 139,
206, 220

Harvest baskets, 155,
225

Hats, 163
Headaches, 130, 324
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Head lice, 124
Heat, coping with, 282,
290–291

Heat exhaustion, 130
Heat treatments, 13
Heirloom Flu-Stopper,
271

Hemorrhoid remedies,
172, 313

Herb Booster Tonic, 
209

Herbs (dried), 43,
116–121

Herbs (fresh), 294–298
drying, 26
fertilizing, 80–81,
103, 176, 182–183,
209

freezing, 7
watering, 321

Hit ’Em-Hard House-
plant Tonic, 126

“Hit the Trail” Mix, 
120

Hives, 51
Homegrown Daisy
Spray, 168

Homemade Baby Wipes,
351

Homemade Seed Tape,
14

Honey, 191, 234, 277,
317, 322–324

Honeybees, 341
Hooray-for-Horseradish
Tonic, 115

Horseradish, 115, 295,
298

Horticultural oil, 106
Hoses, 225, 356
Hose-end sprayers, 231
Hot dogs, 91
Hot peppers, 300,
307–310

Hot pepper sauce, 113,
120, 125–127, 153, 186,
211

Houseplants
cleaning, 80, 92, 115,
151, 254, 264–265,
286

from cuttings, 336
fertilizing, 71, 80,
109, 171, 183, 189,
190

light for, 5
pest control for, 36,
117, 120, 126, 245,
282, 303–305

vacations and, 36
winterizing, 103

Hula skirts, 39
Hummingbird feeders,
117, 187, 249

Hummingbirds, 94, 340
Hydrangeas, 47
Hydrogen peroxide,
181–185
for bulbs, 240
for cleaning, 170, 216
for disease control,
238–239, 241

for fertilizing, 103,
106, 109, 190, 191,
320

for stain removal,
267

I
Ice cream drips, 91
Ice trays, 147
Index cards, 348
Insect bite or sting
remedies
ammonia, 197
baking soda, 51
bleach, 197
first-aid supplies, 172

honey, 324
personal care prod-
ucts, 232, 263

salt, 130
sugar, 342

Insect repellents
aluminum foil, 11
dryer sheets, 219
herbal, 139, 
296–297

lemon, 290
mentholated rub,
187

onions, 305
Insomnia, 236, 277, 324
Iodine, 170
Iris borers, 200
Irises, 202
Iron (mineral), 108
Irons, cleaning, 44
Ivory Soap®, 262

J
Jalapeño peppers, 308
Japanese beetles, 93,
112, 301, 307–308

Jeans, softening, 221
Juicy Fruit®, 302

K
Kale, 281–282
Ketchup, 114
Kitchen scales, 89
Kite repair, 33
Kneeling pads, 43
Knife sheaths, 42
Knives, rusted, 305
Knots, loosening, 62–63
Kool-Aid®, 97

L
Label removal, 55
Labels

for garden tonics, 70
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for plants, 19, 31,
164, 213, 223

Ladybugs, 337
Lampshade planter, 34
La Tomatina, 311
Laundry baskets,
224–225

Laundry detergent, 202,
212, 221–224

Lavender, 139
Lawn mowers, 55, 187,
243, 312, 331

Lawns
aerating, 83, 84
bare spots in, 3, 106,
227

deicers and, 214
disease control for,
78, 183, 221–222,
239–240

dog spots on, 94, 241
fertilizing, 82, 83, 96,
176, 193, 222, 227,
238–239

gas spills on, 263,
342

mowing, 242
no-maintenance,
143–144

oil spills on, 97
patching, 177–178
pest control for, 210,
216

planting, 316–317
from seed, 177, 238
tire tracks in, 194
watering, 241–242

Lawn Stress-Reliever
Tonic, 228

Leafhoppers, 121
Leaf raking, 212
Leather britches, 248
Leather care, 175, 234,
249, 255, 312

Leg cramps, 100
Lemon balm, 296–297
Lemon basil, 296–297
Lemon extract, 93, 122,
123

Lemon oil, 245
Lemons, 274, 282–291

for cleaning, 105
for health and
beauty, 93, 173,
191, 271, 277, 293

for pest control, 154,
341

for rust removal, 94,
133

for tool maintenance,
114

Lemon thyme, 296–297
Lettuce, 225, 279–280,
304

Lightbulbs, broken, 314
Lilies, 276
Lime (fruit), 93, 274,
282–291

Lime (garden), 176, 178,
264, 276

Linens, cleaning, 170
Linseed oil, 157
Listerine®, 230
Lozenge tins, 188
Lubricants

baby oil, 234
castor oil, 175
cooking oil spray, 54,
57

hair conditioner,
254–255

peanut butter, 331
petroleum jelly, 187
soap, 264
vegetable oil, 77
wax paper, 43

Lumber, cleaning, 264
Luminaria, 29

M
Manhattan cocktail, 107
Manicure scissors, 252,
253

Manure, 180
Margarine, 277
Margarine tubs, 160
Marigold, 301
Marvelous Mixes

All-Purpose Yard
Fertilizer, 82

All-Season Green-Up
Tonic, 198

Ant Ambrosia, 58
Aphid-Free Tree
Tonic, 153

Basic Oil Mixture,
75

Bug-Off Bulb Bath,
239

Christmas-Tree Sur-
vival Tonic, 319

Clothespin Cleaner,
212

Compost Tea, 258
Container Garden
Booster Mix, 178

Dazzling Basil Pot-
pourri, 21

Dead Bug Brew, 112
Extra-Strength Weed
Killer, 134

Fabulous Foliage
Formula, 327

Flowery Farewell
Formula, 301

Garden-Fresh Stain,
295

Gopher-Go Tonic,
175

Groundcover Picnic
Tonic, 191

Heirloom Flu-
Stopper, 271
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Marvelous Mixes 
(continued)
Herb Booster Tonic,
209

Hit ’Em-Hard 
Houseplant Tonic,
126

“Hit the Trail” Mix,
120

Homegrown Daisy
Spray, 168

Homemade Baby
Wipes, 351

Homemade Seed
Tape, 14

Hooray-for-
Horseradish Tonic,
115

labeling and color-
ing, 70

Lawn Stress-Reliever
Tonic, 228

Moss-Buster Brew,
102

Old-Time Board
Cleaner, 264

Oriole Cookies, 94
Pileated Possibility,
60

Potted Plant Picnic,
87

Quack-Up Slug
Cookies, 53

Robust Rose Tonic,
108

So Long, Suckers!
Spray, 144

Summer Soother
Tonic, 184

Sweet Salve, 343
Sweet & Soothing
Sunburn Bath, 234

Tanager Tempta-
tions, 278

Time-to-Fly Spray,
136

Tire-Track Remover
Tonic, 194

Vegetable Power
Powder, 335

Mayonnaise, 114, 116
Mealybug control

alcohol, 166
baby wipes, 242
buttermilk, 144
cloves, 117
hair spray, 255–256
toothpicks, 355
trash bags, 37

Meat, marinating, 17
Melons, 90, 176, 259,
280, 284, 336

Mentholated rub, 172,
187

Mesh bags, 304
Mice deterrents

aluminum foil, 6
bait for traps, 292,
330

dryer sheets, 218
mint, 297
peppermint oil, 123
plaster of paris, 161

Microwaves, 44, 89
Mildew, 170, 203. See

also Downy mildew;
Powdery mildew
control

Milk, 95, 150–161, 329,
338

Milk jugs, plastic, 155
Milk of magnesia, 172
Milk stains, 199
Mineral oil, 133
Mint, 117, 123, 139, 309.

See also Peppermint oil
Mites, 196
Modeling clay, 67

Molasses, 325–329
for disease control,
161

for fertilizing, 198,
317

for pest control, 83,
137, 146

temperature of, 317
Mole control

castor oil, 174
chewing gum, 302
chili powder, 126
dryer sheets, 218
molasses, 328
onions, 305
pine-based cleaner,
211

Mosquito bites. See
Insect bite or sting
remedies

Mosquito control
baby oil, 233
bananas, 279
coffee, 86–87
dishwashing liquid,
218

food-storage contain-
ers, 19

garlic, 121
vegetable oil, 74

Mosquito repellents,
187, 296–297, 305

Moss
growing, 84,
143–144, 317–318

killing, 50, 167–168,
202–203, 230–231,
289

Moss-Buster Brew, 102
Moths, 8–9, 137, 279,
327

Mouthwash, 227–232
for bulbs, 239
for cleaning, 216
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for disease control,
222

for fertilizing, 81,
215, 335

for killing moss, 102
for pruning wounds,
113

Mud stains, 208, 314
Muffin cups, 72–74
Mulch, 2, 4, 26, 86,
349–350

Murphy® Oil Soap
for fertilizing, 80,
209

for herbs, 321
for killing moss, 102,
231

for pest control, 75,
208, 210, 211

Muscle or joint pain, 32,
51, 76, 130, 313, 328

Mustard, dry, 120
Mustard stains, 170
Musty odors, 87

N
Nail clippers, 252
Nematodes (pests), 83,
150, 325, 339

Nuts and bolts, rusted,
100–101

Nut trees, 211

O
Oatmeal, 157
Oilcloth, 157
Oil lamps, 78
Oil spills, 58, 63, 97, 198
Old-Time Board
Cleaner, 264

Onions, 303–307
for disease control,
166

for fertilizing, 309

for pest control, 111,
300, 310

storing, 25, 259
Orange extract, 122, 123
Oranges, 94, 273, 274,
282–291, 329

Organizing aids
baby wipe contain-
ers, 244

berry baskets, 284
dairy containers, 160
first-aid packaging,
188

food-storage bags, 16
food-storage contain-
ers, 21

spray can lids, 56
trash bags, 37

Oriole Cookies, 94
Orioles, 287, 340
Outdoor furniture

cleaning, 52, 55, 169,
199

covers for, 41
mildewed, 203
painting, 140
pets and, 6
staining, 85, 141

Outdoor lighting, 9

P
Packing materials, 29,
30, 219, 284

Paint, 31, 235
Paint brushes, 220
Paint buckets, 223
Painted daisies, 168
Painting techniques,
140, 169, 290, 348

Paint odors, 125, 273
Paint thinner, 90
Panty hose, 18, 245,
257–260

Paper cups, 345–346

Paper plates, 346–348
Paper towels, 349–352
Paperwork, 16, 257
Papier-mâché, 65
Paprika, 117
Parsley, 118, 119, 298
Party decorations, 29
Patios, cleaning, 52, 95,
141

Peanut butter, 278, 288,
329–333

Pears, 15
Pecans, 60
Pepper, ground, 121,
146, 156, 326, 338

Peppercorns, 298
Peppermint oil, 104, 123,
215, 245, 246. See also
Mint

Peppers, hot, 300,
307–310

Pepto-Bismol®, 172
Perennials

bare-root, 102–103
cleaning, 92
from cuttings, 2–3,
189, 354

disease control for,
241

fertilizing, 109, 327
pest control for, 154
from seed, 88

Perspiration control, 51
Pest control agents. 

See also specific pests; 
specific plants
alcohol, 165–166
ammonia, 195, 196
aspirin, 172–173
athlete’s foot powder,
164

bags and wraps, 11,
16, 28, 346

citrus fruit, 286
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Pest control agents 
(continued)
coffee, 85
color and, 17
corn syrup, 320, 321
garlic, 117, 299–303
hair spray, 256
honey, 323
horseradish, 294–295
hot peppers,
126–127, 307–310

muffin cups, 74
paper products, 347
spices, 111–113, 120,
294–295

spray can lids, 56
vinegar, 136

Pest control methods,
217

Pest identification, 42,
63, 253, 330

Petroleum jelly, 185–188
Pet shampoo, 245
Pewter, 273
Phlox, 50, 152, 241
Phosphorus deficiency,
180

Pickle juice, 114
Pileated Possibility, 60
Pillbugs, 280, 303
Pimples, 51
Pineapple, 92, 274
Pine-based cleaner, 209,
211

Planting techniques
bulbs, 213, 224, 284
container plants, 88,
218, 350–352

lawns, 316–317
seedlings, 47
seeds, 72, 86, 101,
117, 265, 334, 356

trees or shrubs, 181,
314

Plant labels, 19, 31, 164,
213, 223

Plant protectors, 22, 24,
155

Plant-stake toppers, 19,
345

Plant ties, 165, 219,
247–248, 259

Plaster of paris, 161
Plastic, scratched, 235,
267

Plastic bottles, 320
Plastic laundry baskets,
224–225

Plastic milk jugs, 155
Plastic wrap, 31–34
Plastic wrap boxes, 10
Playground equipment,
45

Plum curculios, 301
Poison ivy rash, 130,
156, 169, 197, 232

Poison ivy weed, 128
Pool toys, 56, 304
Porches, cleaning, 169,
202

Possums, 148
Potassium deficiency,
276

Potato blight, 48
Potatoes, 85, 147, 273,
280, 292, 310–314

Pot marigold, 240
Potpourri, 20, 21
Potted Plant Picnic, 87
Powdery mildew control

baby shampoo,
239–240, 241

baby wipes, 243
baking soda, 50
cinnamon, 119
garlic, 299
hydrogen peroxide,
183

milk, 152
Preparation H®, 172
Price tag removal, 55
Pruning, 230
Pruning shears, 54,
138–139, 175, 233, 234

Pruning wounds, 113,
229

Psoriasis, 32

Q
Quack-Up Slug Cookies,
53

R
Rabbit deterrents

bags and wraps, 6, 7,
24–25

berry baskets, 284
buttermilk, 143
garlic, 301
spray can lids, 56

Raccoon deterrents
ammonia, 195, 352
bags and wraps, 7,
39

hot pepper sauce,
125, 352

panty hose, 258–259
peppermint oil, 246

Radios, as pest control,
28

Radishes, 25
Rain slickers, 41
Rashes, 51, 130, 197. See

also Poison ivy rash
Rats, 66–67
Recycling. See specific

products
Refrigerator odors, 89,
273

Rhododendrons, 85
Rhubarb, 273, 281,
334–335
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Robust Rose Tonic, 108
Root rot, 229
Rose borers, 185, 301
Rose chafer beetles, 287,
301

Rosemary, 119, 295–296
Roses. See also specific

diseases
bare-root, 189, 316
as cut flowers,
339–340

from cuttings,
310–311

disease control for,
50, 152, 241, 301,
305

fertilizing, 103, 104,
108, 178, 179, 181,
275, 276

handling, 164, 213,
252

mulch for, 2
pest control for, 
301

Rubber gloves, 63, 237,
247

Rust (disease), 75
Rust prevention, 10, 44,
77, 243, 254

Rust removal
chrome, 9, 96
knives, 305
nuts and bolts,
100–101

tools, 94, 132–133,
141, 289

S
Sage, 119, 296
Salt, 94, 127–133, 134,
157, 279, 289

Saltpeter, 189, 229
Sand, for cleaning, 264
Sandbox toys, 56

Sap removal, 77, 114,
169, 233, 332

Saran Wrap®, 23, 33
Sawdust, 133
Scale insects, 75, 116,
166, 242

Scarecrows, 30–31
Scissors, sharpening, 11
Scoops, 223
Scotch, 109
Scoville Heat Units, 309
Screws, 34, 55
Seaweed, 180
Seedlings

fertilizing, 71
light for, 4–5
pest control for, 45,
284

protecting, 41
thinning, 253
transplanting, 47

Seeds
direct-sowing, 72, 
86, 101, 117, 265,
334, 356

germinating, 12, 134,
173, 177, 238, 349

harvesting, 14–15, 
23

storing, 12, 41–42,
244

Seed starting (indoors)
fertilizer for, 102,
107, 134, 161, 173

flats for, 18, 244
incubators for, 15,
18, 25, 31

labels for, 164, 213,
356

light for, 4–5
perennials, 88
pots for, 18, 42, 56,
73, 146, 147, 160,
275, 286–287, 345

used containers for,
199

Seed tape, 14, 62, 350
Shoe care, 255, 279, 312
Shovels, 43, 54
Shrimp shells, 150
Shrubs

cleaning, 92
from cuttings, 189,
354

fertilizing, 85, 106,
107, 179, 270, 319

forcing bloom,
36–37, 194–195

transplanting, 181
Sinuses, clogged, 306
Skin care, 51, 76, 124,
277

Skunk odor, 138, 203,
231–232, 289

Skunks, 196, 218, 220,
258–259

Sleds, 39, 57
Sleep aids, 236, 277, 324
Slides (playground), 45
Slug and snail control

alcohol, 166
baby wipe contain-
ers, 244

bags and wraps, 8,
19, 27, 38

baking products, 53,
57

beverages, 86, 93
citrus fruit, 285–286
cleansers, 208, 209
copper barriers, 114,
128, 196

first-aid supplies, 162
margarine tubs, 160
petroleum jelly, 186
produce, 274–275,
279, 281, 314

salt, 27, 129
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Slug and snail control
(continued)
spices, 121
sugar, 336–337
vinegar, 135

Smocks, 41
Smoking cessation, 51
Snow painting, 71
Soap, 232, 234, 261–264,
279, 323, 351

Soda pop, 95–101
for cleaning, 157
for fertilizing, 81, 82,
215, 240, 335

for rust removal, 9
Soil, warming, 35
Soil amendments, 145
Soil sifters, 223
Soil testing, 47, 135
So Long, Suckers! Spray,
144

Sore throat, 105, 131
Sowbugs, 280, 303
Soy sauce, 116
Spices, 116–121
Spider mite control

baking products,
64–65, 74

buttermilk, 143, 144
hair spray, 255–256
trash bags, 36, 37

Spiders, 167, 261
Spills, blotting, 89
Spinach, growing, 225
Splinters, 177, 312
Sponges, cleaning, 203
Sports drink, home-
made, 343

Spray can lids, 56
Spray starch, 197
Spreaders, 90
Sprinkling cans, 155, 
223

Squash, 145, 284, 336

Squash vine borers, 8,
123, 257–258

Squirrel deterrents
ammonia, 196, 197
athlete’s foot powder,
164

berry baskets, 284
cayenne pepper, 111
hot peppers, 308
Murphy® Oil Soap,
211

personal care prod-
ucts, 246, 258–259

petroleum jelly, 187
Stainless steel, 99
Stain removal, 184–185,
251, 267. See also 
specific stains

Staking plants, 19, 165,
219, 247–248, 259, 345

Starlings, 272
Static control, 219
Steel-wool pads, 10
Steering wheel cover, 24
Stem cuttings, 2–3, 31,
189, 310–311, 336, 354

Sticky traps, 16, 56, 286,
321, 347

Stone, cleaning, 141
Strainers, 88, 90, 165,
260

Strawberries, 83, 85
Strawberry jars, 350–352
Straws, 352–354
Stuffing (craft), 29, 40
Styes (on eye), 146
Suet, 94, 278, 287
Sugar, 179, 246, 279,
322, 334–343

Summer patch, 228–229
Summer Soother Tonic,
184

Sunburn remedies
baby oil, 234

baby wipes, 243
beverages, 96
cucumber, 293
garlic, 302
honey, 323
milk, 147, 156
salt, 130, 131
vitamin E, 191

Sunflower seed, 265,
288, 329

Sunlight, 4–5
Sunscald, 2, 24–25
Swallows, 54
Sweepstakes entries, 
348

Sweet Salve, 343
Sweet & Soothing 
Sunburn Bath, 234

Swimming pools, 52–53,
204

T
Tanager Temptations,
278

Tape reels, 188
Tarragon, 119
Tar removal, 52, 114
Tea, 101–106

for bulbs, 239
for cleaning, 216
for disease control,
183, 240, 241

for fertilizing
container plants,
178, 318

flowers, 80, 108,
180, 327

fruit, 176
garden beds, 240
herbs, 182
houseplants, 71,
109, 171, 190

lawns, 83, 228,
238–239
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seeds, 107, 177,
238

trees or shrubs,
106, 107, 181

vegetables, 81,
108, 215, 335

herbal, 118–119
for lawns, 184, 194,
242

for sunburn, 96
Tent caterpillars, 253
Terra-cotta pots, 84, 216,
317

Thrips, 8–9, 151
Thyme, 119, 139
Ticks, 163, 187, 245–246,
295–296, 303

Time-to-Fly Spray, 136
Tire-Track Remover
Tonic, 194

Toilets
cleaning, 170, 251
leaky, 205

Tomato Blight Buster,
159

Tomatoes
for disease control,
166

growing, 4, 47, 48,
153, 334

ripening, 25, 272–273
Tomato festival, 311
Tomato hornworms, 240
Tool caddy, 223
Tools

cleaning, 10, 77, 94,
132–133, 141, 233,
289

disinfecting,
138–139, 199, 229,
230

gripping, 163
identifying, 252–253

lubricating, 43, 54,
175, 234

maintaining, 114,
243, 254, 257

storing, 77, 116, 187
Toothbrushes, 264–266
Tooth or gum pain, 131
Toothpaste, 185, 232,
267–268

Toothpicks, 354–356
Toys, 56, 244, 304
Trash bags, 23, 34–41
Trash cans, 125, 195,
244, 259, 352

Tree and Shrub Trans-
planting Tonic, 106

Tree borers, 27–28
Tree guards, 2, 6, 24–25
Trees

fertilizing, 106, 179,
334

pest control for, 125,
127

planting, 181, 314
Twine, storing, 160

U
Urine, for pest control,
175

V
Vacuums, for pest con-
trol, 217

Vanilla extract, 122, 123,
125, 234, 323

Varicose veins, 328
Vases, cleaning, 105,
120, 133, 139, 148–149,
250

Vegetable oil, 74–78,
104, 116, 323

Vegetable Power 
Powder, 335

Vegetables. See also 
specific types
boron deficiency in,
207

drying, 248
fertilizing, 71, 81,
107–108, 178, 180,
215, 309

harvesting, 225
mulching, 26
pest control for, 7, 8,
97, 126–127, 154,
240, 309

ripening, 92–93, 193
Vinegar, 134–141

for cut flowers, 342
for hard-water
deposits, 206

for pest control, 279,
327, 341

for weed control,
109, 216, 289

Vines, 80, 252, 276, 320
Vinyl, cleaning, 171
Vinyl siding, 224
Vitamins, 71, 109,
189–191, 319

Vodka, 109, 126, 190
Voles, 174, 211, 270

W
Wading pools, 50, 204
Warts, 105, 277, 307
Wasps, 186, 279, 341,
342

Water gardens, 260
Watering, 81, 90, 155,
223, 241–242, 321

Wax paper, 23, 41–45
Wax paper boxes, 10
Webworms, 240
Weed control. See also
Moss
alcohol, 168
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Weed control
(continued)
baking soda, 50
borax, 206
dishwashing liquid,
216

gin, 109
grocery bags, 22
paper towels,
349–350

produce, 281–282
salt, 127, 128
trash bags, 36
vinegar, 134, 137

Weevils, 78, 123, 166,
215, 300

Weight loss, 277
Wheels, lubricating, 255
Whiskey

for fertilizing, 108
container plants,
87, 318

flowers, 103, 181
herbs, 103
seeds, 102

trees or shrubs,
106, 107, 181

vegetables, 108
vines, ground-
covers, 320

for medicinal use,
271

Whitefly control
Epsom salts, 180
flour, 66
garlic, 300
hair spray, 255–256
horseradish, 115
milk, 154
onions, 303
trash bags, 37
vegetable oil, 74

Wicker, cleaning, 133,
222

Windbreakers, 39
Windows

cleaning, 250
stuck, 254

Windshields. See Car
care

Wine and spirits, 89, 96,
106–109, 298

Wireworms, 292,
322–323

Witch hazel, 293
Wood ashes, 179
Wood furniture, 55, 85,
170, 199

Woodpeckers, 60
Wood stain, 70, 85, 141,
295, 297

Wooziness, 307
Work gloves, 175, 249
Worm castings, 176, 
270

Worms, 127, 310
Wormwood, 208

Y
Yeast, 58
Yellowjackets, 341
Yogurt, 191

Z
Zippers, 264
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